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penus nearly every day. It wall only by com-
plaining about those calls that I secured in-
formation which I doubt whether many- mem-
hers were possessed of. I doubt whether
members knew that they are charged for
these incomplete calls unless they can supply
the number that has been wrongly obtained.

Mr. ('orboy: Hfave you acquainted any of
thE Federal moiubers with that position?

Mr. A'NGELO: No one would give thle
number if asked for it.

Hon. P'. Collier: It would cost you 2d. to
write to a Federal member!

Mr, ANGELO: That is all very well. I
know, what anyone gets when he complains
to the Federal departments. One gets very
little satisfaction.

Hon. P. Collier: Or from Federal mem-
bersI

Mr. ANGIELO: The Federal members are
in Melbourne and they give us very little of
their time and very little attention. I am
satisfied that this system is costing the citi-
zens of Perth anything from £10,OOO to
£20,000 a year. Tbat is nothing to sneer
and laugh at.

Hon. P. Collier: No, but it is not our
business.

Mr. ANGELO: Then why is it that if it
is considered that the tariff is wrong, mo-
tions are carried in this House?

Hon. P. Collier: Fancy comparing the
tariff with a penny ring on the telephone I

Mr. ANGELO: Many such motions have
been brought forward in this Chamber.
However, I wanted to ventilate this ques-
tion.

Hlon. P. Collier: You should fumigate it,
not ventilate it.

Mr. A:NGELO: I desire to ventilate this
matter because I have been. robbed by this
cormo ran t- like department. The system
means that we are taken down. If a com-
-plaint is made, the reply is received that one
need not have a telephone. Business people
must have telephones but that does not say
we should be asked to pay for these incom-
plete calls. In iny ease, I was fraudulently
robbed. The object 1 had in view has been
attained. Probably somne reference will ap-
pear in the Press to this matter and that
mar-be sent to Federal members. If that be
so, we may get sonic redress. It may be that
the Deputy Postmaster General here-I have
always found him to be a very fair-minded
man-will, when lie learns that this question
has been brought up in Parliament, take
some action to see what is wrong. In the
circumstances, I ask leave to withdraw my
mnotion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

PAPER FESBENTMD
By The PREMIER: The original copy of

the statutory declaration made by A. C.
Kernel1, referred to earlier in the day.

House adjourned at 10.2e p-m.
(22]

2Leot0ative cLounil,
ATUesday, 6th1 Septemfber, 1,9*8.

Adrs~nt~,Ninth day, conclusion .. - 61

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and rend prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Ninth flay-Conlusion.

Debate resumed from the previous sitting.

Ron. E. H. HkURIS (North-East) (4.35]:
I desire to be associated with the remarks of
hou. members extending congratulations to
yourself, Mr. President,'and welcoming new
members. To judge from the statistics and
the general information already given to the
House by the new member for the South-
East Province (Mr. Burvill) it seems that
that hon. gentleman will make up for
the lost opportunities of his prede-
cessor. I am interested in the legisla-
tion forecasted in the Governor 's Speech, par-
ticularly that dealing with mniners' phthisis
and amendment of the Arbitration A-ct. Re-
presenting as I do an indnstrial centre and a
mining district, I am specially concerned to
know what steps are proposed by the Govern-
ment for the relief of men affected with
miners' phithisis and tuberculosis, if under the
measure they are compelled to leave the min-
ing industry. I nm also specially interested in
the Hospitals Bill. Again, the Speech makes
mention of a proposed extension of the work-
ers' homes scheme to the country districts, a
step which I believe will be endorsed by the
majority of hon. members and by the coun-
try. I shall be glad to learn whether the pro-
posed extension will include the goldfields,
where, I understand, no workers' homes have
yet been approved. 'Undoubtedly the most im-
portant feature of the Speech is the immigra-
tion policy. Immigration is much needed. Ob-
viously, if we are going to develop thin vast
State, we shall need millions of people and
tens of millions of money. I congratulate the
Government on having a scheme. But is it a
practicable scheme, or is it impracticable?
One essential is that the large amount of
money referred to by the Premier as being ob-
tained at a very low rate of interest should
be used for reproductive purposes. Another
essential for the success of the scheme is pre-
parediness on the part of the Government. At
present that preparedness seems painfully in-
adequate. The information which has been
given in the Press regarding the scheme is
scrappy; and I hope-that the Leader of the
House, when replying, will shed a ray of light
(in the proposals of the Government in this
connection, will inform us of the details of
the scheme, and let us know what is actually
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proposed. Mfy personal feeling is that the
Government, before asking for memabers 'en-

dorsemtent of their policy, should lay on the
Table of the House the agreements entered
into, or about to be entered into, with the
Imperial and Common wealtht Governments.
$lecaking industrially, it is somewhat embar-
rassing to learn of the proposed large influx
of labour to the State unless there is the as-
surance that the great majority of the im-
migrants will he settled on the land. if we
are to judge of the agriculturil qualifications
of the proposed immigrants by the qualifica-
tions of that nature held by immigrants lat-
terly arriving, they are not much to be pleased
with. In conversation iith many men settled
oa the land, including members of this Chanm-
ber, I have heard that large numbers of the
men arriving here at present are practically
without experience of agriculture. If future
immigrants are to be of the same type, some
very strong inducement will be needed to keep
them on the land, provided they settle on it.
I should like to see a complete scheme of
land settlement prepared. If these people are
to arrive here in six months' time, there
should be a scheme in operation for their re-
ception. Homesteads, or partly prepared home-
steads, should be available for them on ar-
rival, in such locations as will afford the ha-
migrants opportunities of obtaining -work on
adjacent farms and thus securing local ex-
perience. With that experience they will be
able to take on their own holdings witb
greater prospects of success. During the Par-
lianmentary trip to the South-West I was
greatly impressed 'with the fertility of the soil
in the districts we inspected. Assuming the
productivity of the soil there to be all that
some lion. members residing in thle South-West
would have us believe, I should still like to
be assured that if crops are grown by the new
settlers the Government will be able to ar-
range for the disposal of those crops at prices
profitable to the growers. On this very Ad-
dress-iaL-reptly members have said that potatoes
and fruit can be grown but cannot find- a
market. One hon. member said that a quantity
of fruit has been shipped away in a state of
mush. If the Government put people on tbe
land, they should ensure to them market facili-
ties for the disposal of their products at a
reasonable profit; otherwise the settlers will
not remain on the land. Another matter of
importance with regard to new orchardists
is the provision of young fruit trees. What
provision are the Government making to en-
sure that unsophisticated settlers will get
fniit trees up to standard! Many settlers in
this 'State have been fleeced by dealers in
trees. If the new orchardist is not cared for
by the Government in this respect. he may
after many years of labour discover that much
of his effort has been in vain. Unfortunately,
there are indications that mnany of the sol-
diers wvho have gone on the land find the bur-
den too great to bear. It seems that further
assistauee wlU have to be given in those eases.
Profiting by this experience, the Government

should as-sist the new settlers to get on 'their
feet. Poring this debate wve have heard a
great deal of the south-westernt and northern
parts of the State. I now desire to say a few
words regarding the north-east portion, being
the province which I have the honiour to re-
present. In that provinee wve have a great
gold mining industry, and one of the largest
auriferous districts in the world. Whilst the
Government from time to time hoom the
wheat areas, the South-West, and other parts
of the State, they rarely make any reference
to the great gold mnining industry which has
umade the State wthat it is to-day. Western
Australia is greatly indebted to that industry.
Gold is one of the products for which the
world is languishing, and there never was a
time in the history of Western Australia when
greater help was needed by the gold
mining industry than is needed to-day.
Many are optimistic about the future Of the
industry, but to sustain that confidence every
help the Government c an give is necessary.
We have produced £140,000,000 worth of
gold, and paid dividends aggregating 38 mil-
lions. Western Australia produces 63 per
cent. of the gold won in Australia, and 72
per cent. of the gold output in 'Western Aus-
tralia is produced in the province I -represent.
In that centre lie the larger mines. Although
at pres~ent the industry is under a cloud, yet
if the Government would but show the same
enthusiasm f or the mining districts as they
show for the agricultural areas, the outlook
n-onld be greatly improved. Some time ago
the Federal Government offered £50,0100 for
at find of payable oil. TIPe State Goverument
provide reward claims for the finders of pay-
able gold mines. It htr, struck me that if
we were to set asideI say, £25,000 to be used
ais cash rewards for successful prospectors, it
would be at further inducement to all pros-
pectors to speed Up their efforts, knowing
that, in addition to the, reward claim, they
would have also the cash bonus. Also the
tiovemnment night reasonably provide that
the cash reward should be free from inLcome
tax. In the past prospectors 'who have is-
covered payable mines and sold them have
found themselves in debt after paying in-
come tax on the result of the transaction.
Last year provision was made that in this
respect a prospector can be a prospector but
once; that he can find a mine and sell it and
claim the reward, but that the second attempt
to do so constitutes him one makting a bus-
iness of it, and sot renders him liable to taxr-
tion. For some time past we have been
looking for relief in respect both of railway
freights anad water rates. Water rates have
been very high. The 2 million loan floated
for the construction of the goldfields water
scheme will mature in 1927. Recently the
Leader of the House, when Acting Premier,
stated that very satisfactory arrangements
had been made by the Premier while in Bng-
land; that we had paid in interest far more
than was required.

The Minister for Education: In sinking
fund, not in interest.
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Hon. E. H. HARRIS: At all events, I un-
derstand we arc to get some relief from sink-
ing fund payments, and that the relief will
be reflected in the price of water not only
to the companies engaged in mining, but to
all consumers of water from the Coelgardie

.scheme, We should like to be assured that
at an early date some variation will be made
in the rates charged. While I would speak
generally of railway freights, I wish to draw
special attention to the increased rates imn-
posed on the minaing companies sending down
gold ready for the mint. Wheat, I under-
stand, is carried at an exceedingly low rate,
in fact, at a loss to the department. But
whereas in previous years the gold producers
have paid 4s. 10 d. for every 100 ounces
of gold carried on the railway, in lDecenmber,
1921, the rates were increased 200 per cent.,
and the producer now has to pay 15s. per 1U0
ounces or any part thereof. The bullion
coach specially used for the carriage of gold
is taken to the goldfields when there is suffic-
ient gold to be brought down. The whole
of it is insured, and so there is no risk to the
Government, The freights earned by that
coach must have sufficed to pay for it over
and over again, notwithstan dintg which the
gold producers are now penalised 200 per
cent, above previous rates. They have ap-
pealed in vain, and have suggested that,
since there is a percentage of silver in the
gold they should be called upon to pay
the high rate only on the fine gold contents.
However, up to the present -we have been un-
able to get even that small measure of relief
from the extortionate rate charged. It has
been suggested that some of the railway lines
on the goldfields should be lifted. I would
impress on the Government the advisability
of retaining every railway in the auriferons
areas. What is to be gained by pu~inj up
the Kanowna line, a length of 11 miles only?
Of how much use would it be when trans-
ferred to the agricultural areas?- Moreover
in a district like Kanowna, where there are
large deposits of pure kaolin for the manufac-
ture of porcelain and where there is also
alunite in huge quantities, it would be
a great mistake to lift the railway line.
MNany mining districts, both old and new,

are showing encouraging developments, and
one can never say when a new Golden Mite
may be discovered. It behoves the Govern-
ment to pause and seriously consider before
deciding to lift say of the goldfields lines.
Of course, if they were going to adopt gen-
erally the system of lifting nil non-paying
line;, it would be diffePrent; but if that were
done there would be no lines left in
Western Australia, save perhaps that from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. When, two years
ago, I first came into the House, I n-as
strongly attacked for exposing an audacious
scheme of roll stuffing. It was one of the
scandals of the North-East Province. Being
mew to the Standing Orders, I made it my bus-
iness to inquire hew Such a matter could be
introduced into the Address-in-reply debate.
I was referred to a ruling by the late Sir

Henry Briggs, in which it was haid down
that in that debate hon. members could dis-
cuss anything in His Excellency's Speech and,
in addition what, in their opinion, should
have been included in that document.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Any grievace.
Hon. E. H, HARRIS: That is so. Last

week Mr. Moore, who I regret is not in his
place to-day, referred to a circular issued
during the recent election campaign in the
N\orth-East Province, as constituting dirty,
low-down tactics. Hie said that in the inter-
ests of clean politi-s it ought to have been
suppressed. Furthermore, he wnnted to legis-
late to get at the perpetrators of such an
outrage, and hie finishied up by declaring that
in the recent campaign the National Labour
Party had appealed to prejudice and not to
reason, It is with, great reluctance I ap-
proeh this subject because, so far as I can
gather, it was the first timne in the
history of the Chamber that sectarian-
ism had been introduced. Primarily the
charge was made against Mr. Sedden; but
as lie has already spoken, and as the charges
were directed generally against the party to
which I belong, and referred specifically to
the province I represent, I think I am justi-
fled in replying. I will endeavour to shoW
that the charge made by the hon. member was
entirely unwarranted on the facts. Since the
debacle of the Labour Party in 1917, Sine
that party left Moscow, the rainbow of vic-
tory has frequently appeared on the sky line,
but when exposed to the ray of the search-
light it has disappeared. As a party, we have
bean subjected to many attacks. I listened
in silence to the lion. member's attack last
week, although I admit it required some re-
straint to refrain from making exclamations.
I am taking this opportunity of offering a
reply to the attack made by Mr. Moore, an
attach unparalleled in the history of this
6Thaxaber so far as I know. I should like to
ask the hon. gentleman if he is the humble in-
strueat of a sect or whether--

The PRESIDENT: Order! 1 would ask
the lion. memiber to refer to Mr. Moore as
the bon. member and not the hon. gentleman.
That has always been the rule of this House.

Hlon. E. H. HARRIS: I should like to
know if the hon. member moved in the direc-
tion he did in the interests of clean politics,
lHe referred to the gentleman who Was
defeated for the North-East Province, Mr.
Cunningham, I have the highest esteem for
Mr. Cunningham, although we differ politi-
cally. Mr, Cunningham would be the last
member of the party to which he belongs to
represent the extremists that are within, or
to take the all-red route to gain the objectivb
of that organisation. I believe his soul is
nearer the National Labour Party than the
Official Labour Party. I do not say he does
not possess courage, but be had not sufficient

ourage to act as his conscience dictated, and
leave the organisation. He required the
courage displayed by Mr. Sanderson when
leaving the Liberal Party. Had it not been
for the vituperation which be knew would be
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east upon him, Mr. Cunningham I believe
would have retired from the Organisation.
%Jr. Moore said some people eidently knew
the roll, and knowing it they had circularised
the electors with a view to appealing to pro-
judice instead of to reason, becuse Mr. Cun-
ningham was a Roman Catholic. Wke had a
candidate in the National Labour Party whn
was also a Roman Catholic.

ion. J. W. Hickey. And who also
denounced the circular.

Ilon. Ei. fl. HARRIS: He may have done
so. The inference was that someone who
knew the roll well and had looked it over, had
issued a circular in order to defeat the
Roman Catholic. candidate. That is not sub-
stantiated by facts. \Vjien we were about
to fight the campaign the question arose as
to the grounds on which we should fight Mr.
Cunningham. lie had proved himself a good
citizen and we had nothing against him. Ilis
only sin. was that he represented a party that
held up the red flag as a symbol of trades
unionism and politics. We thought, there-
fore', the best way was to fight him on that
point. It may be argued that these people do
not stand for that. I am going to quote from
a circular issued by Mr. P. J. Trainer, of the
Trades Hall, Perth, dealing with revolution.
Mr. Trainer says.-

Whatever your position in the comn-
munity, it has beea forced on you during
the last few years that the industrial life
of this community, in common with the rest
of the world, has become an unending
series of strikes, lockouts, unemployment
ad industrial unrest. These ire symptoms
of the approacehing end of the wage system.
You know this, though you do not always
admit it to others. You can see now, what
students have tried to tn-1h you for
fifty years, that the capitalist system
of production for profit is unworkable
as a permanent institution. The only
question of importance now is this: Are
we to continue the drift towards chaos,
writh its attendant bloodshed and the
eventual ruin of industry, or shall the
industries be taken over by the workers
to be operated on the basis of com-
munnity ownership, producing for use only,
not for profitf 'We can easily produce
abundance of everything necessary for the
material needs of the people, but only if
we cut out the triple cancer of rent, interest
and profit, which is feeding on the life-
blood of inductrv. There is no middle
coutrse. Either an organised revolution
by the workers of Western Australia, or
an intensified farm of indus~trial strife,
leading to eventual bankruptcy, unemploy-
ment, riots, civil war and chaos. Which do
you prefer? Think it out for yourself.
Hrand this leaflet to a fellow citizen and
get his ideas. Talk about it to your wife.
She knows perhaps better than you that
there must he a crash soon unless the
workers take the necessary steps tn pre-
vent it. Literature dealing withi this im-
portant developmrut of society can he

obtained from P. J. Trainer, Trades lHall,
Perth.

I read this to show the revolutionary kind
of prolpaganda issnied by these people, andto±
connect it up with the circular referred to
aond to whie.l Mr. Moore took excception. The,
circular %iax got o0t in the form of an acmos-
tie. It was~ perhaps unfortunate that Mr.

t'vnningham 's first name was James. ".eTcio
itival'' is the word to which Mr. Moore took
ereeption. He evidently did not knew the
ianing of the word. .According to Web-

stvr 's dictionary it means ''decitful dexiga-
ing cutining or crafty.' The uord ''3esui
car"' was thevrefore chosen to emnbrace these
four words. If Mr. Cunningham's anie hod
been Charlie the word ''crafty'' could hatve
stood for that. I f it had been Daniel, the
words '"designing or deceitful'' could have
been used. Mr. Mloore definitely stated that
the word "JTesuitical" meant "Roman Cath-
olic.'' Anyone who would give that meaning
to the word miust tie either hyper-sensitive,
have a warped mind, or a fertile imagination.
The circular is directed solely at the party.
"'Jesuitical '' is a reference to the reVulol-
tionary propiaganda, as put forward at the
Brisbane conference, the cunning, crafty, and
designing propaganda put up to the un-
sophisticated workers at that conference by
people who knew better. Our only objectiom
to Mfr. Cunningham was that hie was asso-
ciatcol with that party. Mr. Moore made a
big effort to construe that perfectly clear
statemnt into showing that we were appeal-
ing to prejudice and not to reason. lIe for-
gets apparently that the Labour Party rf
the sick men of politics. They are worse off
than they were in 1916, because of the pro-
paganda they have put forward. They have
made many blunders. At the Brisbane con-
ference, even Mr. Theodore, who cannot be
accused of being anything hut a lahourite,
said as they had changed their objeeti~e they
might as well change the name of the party
and call it the communist party. Mr. Gard-
ner and other members of the party expnssed
views along simiflar lines. At the conference
they decided to socialise industry and abolish
capitalism, and a few ether things. The
Labour Party will find plenty of scopv for
work if they are going to induce people to
adopt the new objective which the party
approved in Brisbane. I might also quote
another of the blunders which have been
made,. I have here a copy of a letter signed
by M.\r. Alex. 'McCallum, General Secretary of
the Trades Hall. It is nddressed to Messrs.
Hudson. Dodd, Mullani-, Thomas, Carpenter,
Ardagh, Cornell, and T~aylor, and is as fol-
lows:

rnder direction from the State Executive
of this Federation, I have' to forward you
the following -resolution which was carriedl
at the last meeting:--" That in view of
Mlessrs. Hudson, Dodd, M1ullany, Thoma,
Carpenter, Ardagh, Cornell ad Taylor
having failed to accept the decisions of the
congress, the above mentioned be consid-
ered outside the pale of the Labour Party."
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These men would not do as Oiey were corn-
inanded, and therefore were ordered out of
the party.

The PRESIDENT: I ask the hion. member
to be as brief as he can. It is unfortunate
that the subject should have been introduced
the other day by 11r. Moore. The hon. mem-
ber has bad ample opportunity of replying.
It is most unpleasant that the question of
religion should have been brought into this
discussion. As M,%r. Moore made a brief
statement, I think we have now given Mr.Harris every latitude on the same topic. If
lie has not quite finished I ask him to be as
brief as possible and close the subject.

Ion. E. H. HARRIS: I appreciate your
remarks, Sir. I want to get to the figures
relating to the election, and then I will close.
The gentlemen I have referred to decided
they would not be dominated by the secret
junta or tbe brass hats of the labour move-
mieat and therefore got out, and have been
out ever since. Th connection with the North-
East Province election, 2,111 votes were re-
corded. Notwithstanding that Mr. Cunning-
ham placed 499 people on the roll, he got
904 first preference votes. He had a. eo-
religionist also in his ballot and that candi-
date got 444 votes. I put this forward to
disprove the statement made by Mr. Moore,
and to show that these two Roman Catholic
candidates obtained 1,348 first preference
votes, whilst the other two candidates secured
only 763. The two co-religionists obtained
nearly twice as many first preference votes as
the others, notwithstanding the circular.
When Mr. Leslie, the National Roman Catholic
candidate retired from the ballot, out of the
480 votes he received, 400, or 83.33 per cent.,
went to Mr. Seddon, the other candidate,
who is accused of putting tip the circu-
lar in order to defeat Mr. Cunningham.
That in itself is proof that there is nothing
to substantiate the remarks made, namely,
that it was put tip with the object the hon.
mecmber would have the House believe. The
evidence is overwhelming that tile circular
was not used for the purposes for which we
were accused of having used it. The facts
of the case show that, irrespective of any
question of religion, in every party in poli-
tics to-day we will find members of the sev-
eral denominations each adhering to their re-
spective policies and parties, aud there is not
so much truth in what the hon. member has
said as he would have members of the House
believe. The suggestion of prejudice cannot
be supported, and while M.%r. 'Moore said it
was no credit to 'Mr. Seddon to have won the
recent election, we hold our own opinion on
that point. Nothing transpired during the
campaign of which that lion. member or any
other member of his party nteed be ashamed.
I regret that it is necessary to make these
observations. U understand it is the first timne
this subject hans been introduced in the
Chamber.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: You have not been
here before.

Hon. E. H. IURIS: That is so, but I
have miade inquiries. I believe it was not
raised before this occasion.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: Perhaps that was the
reason.

Hon. E. YT. HARRIS: However, I will
not see the party with which I am associated
traduced in the way I have indicated when
the facts are all to the contrary. I will
leave the matter to Mr. Moore's own coasci-
emee and the more discerning brains of
others, the motive that prompted that hon.
gentleman. I support the Add ress-in- reply
and trust the Leader of the House will be
able to give us some information regarding
the matters I have raised affecting the INorth-
East Province.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) 15.18]: Were
I asked for a reason for addressing a few
roemarks on the motion for the adoption of
the Add ress-in -reply, I probably would retort
that it was customary to do so. On this
occasion, most lion. memibers have observed
that custom. It is characteristic that in
sessions such as these, and on a motion such
as that before the Chamber, it is usual to
express regret for these who have fallen by
the wayside aind to give our congratulations
to the victors. This procedure biaa again
been followed during -this session. Particui-
larly during sessions such as the present,
which follows closely upon a general elec-
tion, I am reminded soniewhat of the burial
service and a few lines spoken as a rule at
the graveside. I am reminded of the sen-
tence, "Man that is born of woman bath
but a short time to live.''

Hion. C. F. Baxter: Andl feel mniserable!
Ron. J1. CORNELL: That applies very

often to hon. members of this Chamber, One
se-rves to remind us of Nature's immutable
law and the otlher reminds us of the muta-
bility of our electors. There is another fact
that serves a useful purpose, if it dloes no-
thing else, and it is that those who fall re-
mind us that such may be the fate common to
us all. Be that as it may, I extend my con-
gratulations to the victors. I extend my per-
sonal regret to the vanquished. I go further
and say: May Fortune sinile upon thenm in
their new walkts of life, and if they ever
again endeavour to enter political life, I
hope that what was said of Lucifer, when he
fell, will not be said of them. I leave, with-
out any further reference, the new members
to you, 7Mr. President, and to the House.
They are in safe keeping. I am, perfectly
satisfied they will be kept in order. It is
not amiss that T should extend ray congratu-
lations to you. 'Mr. President, on your eleva-
tion to the high position of President of this
Chamber. Your two predecessors, under
whom it was my privilege to serve, set a very
high standard. I am satisfied that with year
long knowledge of Parliamentary procedure,
your genial manner, and your forgiving na-
ture, these high standards will he in safe
keeping in your hands. It would not be
Piniss either for me to extend may felicitations
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to the Leader of thle House on seeing him
again in his seat leading this Chiamber. In
extending those felicitations, however, I hope
they will not be construed as meaning that I
wvill ),e a docile follower on this occasion.
There is another question to which I desire
to refer with mingled feelings. I allude to
tlhe conversioh of Mr. Sanderson. It must
have comec as a great shock to Mr. Miles. It
certainly did to me when I returned to this
Chamber, after a month,'a absence. As Mr.
Sanderson long ago reached the age of con-
sent, if not of discretion, it would ill befall
mec to find any serious fault with his most
recent action. I venture to say that this
stalwart-one of the last ramparts of Liber-
,ism-has gone over to that hussy, the Coun-
try Party, horse, foot and artillery, without
firing a shot! 1. would have given something
to have been here when he jmade that hurried
and long-suffering announcement.

Hon. G1. W. Miles: Was that after the
.amendment was earricdt

Ron. J. CORNELL: I have been so dis-
concerted that I have not been able to ferret
out the reason that prompted the hon.' gen-
tleman in adopting that course. If there was
any hon. member in this Chamber who must
have been disconcerted by the conversion of
Mr. Sanderson, it must have been the Leader
of the House, because, right down his politi-
cal history, he, like Mr. Sanderson, can be
considered one of the ramparts and bulwarks
of Liberalism.

Ron. C. F. Baster: He too will be with us
l~efore long.

Hon. J1. CORNELL: I can, by drawing on
liy imagination, really believe that, when the
Leader of the House heard the declaration
by Mr. Sanderson, his thoughts flew to that
immnortal hard who depicted the assassina-
tion of that noblest Roman of all. As
Caesar said, when lie was being assassinated,
''Thou too, Brutus,'2 I believe the Leader of
the House must have thought, ''Thou too,
Sanderson." If Caesar did not suspect
Brutus,, I do not think that even at that
eleventh hour, the Leader of the House sus-
pected Mr. Sanderson. Be that as it may, I
would not cay that that hois. member has coni-
inutted a foolish net; but if anyone else were
to say so, I would be the first to believe it.
So much, however, by way of introduction.
Let inc get dow-n to the Governor 's Speech,
which, I take it, is the book or directory
aijoii which we are supposed to work during
the course of this session. What strikes me
most as of piaramnont inmportance3 in the
Speech is contained in the two magic. words
''the deficit." It nay be said that it is no
business of the Legislative Council, but that
it is really the business of another piec-e. I
consider it is the business of this Chamber to
point to it as something that, if allowed to
continue, will ultimately prove to be our un-
doing* Speaking subject to correction, I
think hon. members will agree with me that
it has been repeatedly said, both inside and
outside the Chamber, that our annual direct
contribution from revenue to Pinking fund

about ejlualises the annual deficit. I have
been guilled, so to speak, with that explana-
tion for a long time.

Hon. 0. W. Miles: That is, with accrued
interest.

Hou. J. CORNELL: I accepted that until
recently, I turned to that excellent table ap-
pearing on page 966 of ''Mansard'' of last
session, wihen I found that it does not do so.
That table covers the period 1911-12
to 1913-1914. We find that the direct con-
tribution from revenue to the sinking fund
amounted to £E739,929. The deficit was
£460,224. Therefore, during that period, al-
though the deficit approached to about half
a million, there was a credit balan.e in favour
of the direct contribution from revenue to
the sinking fund of £,279,705. Now we enter
upon the mournful stage of our history.
From 1914-15 to 1920-21 inclusive the direct
contributions froni revenue to sinking fund
were £2,092,984, and the accumulated deficit
for that period was £4,326,504. If we deduct
the credit balance for the first period I
quoted, we find that the deficit was £1,953,815
greater than the amount contributed from
revenue to sinking fund.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You have not allowed
for the accrued interest on the sinking fund.

Hon. Y. CORNELL: This is a state of
affairs which should not and must not con-
tine. The sinking fund was established for
one purpose namely, the redemption of the
public debt, and time interest earned by the
sinking fund should be devoted to the samte
purpose. The return shows that fromn 1915-
16 to 1918-19 inclusive, even allowing nll the
increments by way of interest, etc., the deficit
greatly exeeded direct contributions from rev-
enue to sinking fund. The position to-day is
that instead of having £8,370,160 to redeem
our public debt, taking into consideration our
present deficit of £5,505,563, we have only
£:2,864,595 in our sinking fund.

]Yon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!
Hon. S. CORNELL: That is tantamount

to saying that, dluring the regime of the
Scaddan, Wilson, Lefroy, Colebatch, and
Mitchell Governments extending from if9i1-
12 to 1921-22, some of the sinking fund,
which was available at the beginning of that
p-riod has been eaten up.

Hion. 0. W. MViles: And when you add the
loss on the tradling concerns, it is another
half million.

Hon. J. C'ORNELL: If the present state
of affairs continues, there can be only one
end. If a group of individuals continuedl
business in this wray, they would soon find
themselves in the bankruptcy court or in
gaol or both. The question now arises
whether this is likely to continue. If the
past be any guide to the future, it is going
to continue. The old miaxinm says that fam-
iliarity breeds contempt. The familiarity of
Masters with the deficit has led to a spirit
of contempt for the deficit. Governments
come and Governments go but Parliament has
an obligation to fulfil, and that obligation is
to administer the law which provides for a
sinking fund for a definite purpose. Though
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contributions have to he paid to the sinking
fund, if the State were wound up in the in-
.solvency court to-mnorrow, it would bc found
that the fund was not available f or the par-
luse stipulated by statute. If the advie of
the world s greatest financial experts is of
any value, it should be followed. Their ad-
vice is that every Government should in the
shortest possible time and by the shortest
possible cut, b~udget so that the expenditure
will square with the revenue; otherwise there
yon he only one end, namely bankruptcy and
financial chaos. I would commend to the
Premier and the Leader of the House the ex-
cellent speech made by the Federal Trea-
surer, Mr. Bruce. Ile laid down these lines as
the lines on which the Federal Government
should proceed. I realise that it is hard to
do. this. Would any individual leading an ex-
p-enive life and able to borrow readily, cease
doing so unless lie was brought up with a
round turni lHe would not, and what is
ch~aracteristic of an indivdual is character-
istic of groups of individuals and a State ad-
msinistered by one such group. This is our
position to-day. The Speech blames the rail-
ways for the deficit. It says that the rail-
ways show a deficit of £414,056 on the year's
operations. Es-en if this be added to the
anmount stated in the Governor's Speech as
the direct contribution from revenue to sink-
ing fund, the total v-ill not square with Inst
year'sE deficit. A shortage of £02,469 still
remains. Tn the days when you, Mr. Presi-
lent, held Ministerial office, I venture to say
that if the Government had finished the year
with a deficit of only £E32,000, it would have
been regarded as a ;cry serious state of af-
f-airs. To-day, however, the Government could
end with a deficit of £1,000,000 withont caus-
ing very great convern to the Government.
If an individual were concerned, he would
probably finish his career at the end of a
rope, buit the worst that can happen to a
Government is to be turned out of office. One
would have thought that during this period,'
when we have been emulating the donkey by
being behind all the time, our public debt
wvould not have assumed such -serious propor-
tions. Not only have we accumulated a de-
ficit of nearly £6,000,000 in the last eleven
years by way of excess expenditure over re-
venue, hut we have increased our public debt
per bead of population from £73 7s. 10d. on
the 30th June, 1911, to £:124 15s. Ild. on the
30th June, 1921. I did not look up the
figures as at the 30th June, 1922; 1 was
afraid of receiving too great a shock. Side
by side with saddling posterity with a deficit
of £6,000,000 in eleven years, the Government
have saddled the present residents of the
State with an additional debt of £50 per
bead. If this is not the highest amount of in-
debtedness per head for any country in the
world, it undoubtedly is the highest in the
British Empire. Passing in brief retrospect
the accomplishments of Governments from
the time of responsible Government till
1911, and contrasting them with the
accomplishments of Governments who have

come and gone since, it will be found
that the institutions and concerns estab,-
lished for the people for the extra £50
per head 0uring the last eleven years are
infinitesimal when compared with those pro-
videdl by previous Governments on the basis
of £73 per head. We have only to look at the
mil-age of railway constructed prior to 1911
as compared with the mileage constructel
since. The latter pales into insignificance by
comparison. What is the remedy now sug-
gested by the Government to stay the finan-
cial drift and wipe off the deficit? Immi-
gration. Any member who has calmly con-
sidered this suggestion must admit that all
that is being said to-day regarding the immi-
gration policy bringing immediate relief to
the State financially is absolute mooashine.
It will not and cannot bring immediate re-
lief. Just as the goldfields gave this coun-
try a fillip in the early nineties, so is the
decline of the mining industry administering
a knock-out blow at the present time, We.
find to-day on the Golden Mile that there are
about 1,700 men employed above and below
ground, whereas a few years ago the num-
ber ran into many thousands. Twelve years
ago there were no fewer than between 15,000
and 16,000 men working in the industry, while
to-day the total number is something like
5,000. We have the gold mining districts
honeycombed with railways, and where at one
time those railways carried all the other rail-
ways of the State on their back, to-day the
position is reversed. There we have the secret
of our present knock-out. We are rendering
services to-day that are not commensurate
with our true position, and it believes think-
ing men to so circumstance themselves as to
be able to screw up courage and realise the
true position, and assume that, unless we have
a revival in mining, particularly in alluvial
mining, we shall be hard up against it. A
somewhat similar position ares in Victoria
in 1890, and it was recognised by Sir George
Turner. I venture to say it will be recog-
nised here before long, and it is not for Par-
lianmentarians to stay o-ff the evil day; it is
for all to analyse the position and act ae-
cordingly. We are told that immigration is
to be the panacea. The Speech sets out 75,000
men, women and chiren are to be brought
fronm Great Britain to this country in from
three to five years, and for that purpose six
millions sterling is to he made available at
the small rate of interest of 2 per cent. 1
think the Scaddanr Government spent more
than six millions in one year alone, and the
expenditure did not go very far towards ab-
sorbing all the unemployed. If we are to
bring 75,000 people to this country in five
years, we shall require a great deal more
than six million pounds. But can we absorb
25,000 people annually in this State?

Hon. G. W. Miles: Easily.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Wheret It is pointed
out in the Speech that the money will he
employed in the direction of strengthening the
funds of the Agricultural Bank, in order that
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improvements may be put in hand by exist-
ing holders to enable them to further their
operations, and also to provide for the hous-
ing of people in country towns and districts,
and to settle 6,000 additional people on the
land, chiefly in the South-Wesat, to bring their
holdings to a productive stage by clearing,
etc., and to provide railways and other facili-
ties to enable them to market their products.
That is the part of the State which Mr. Ew-
ing told us was flowing with milk and honey.

Hon. J. Ewing: so it is.
Hon. J. CORNELL: I am afraid that many

of them will find that the milk is mare's milk
and that the honey is bash honey. What is
going to become of the other 70,000? Will
the fact that 6,000 will be settled in the
South-West strengthen the position so as to
enable the remainder to be absorbed? I say
it will not.

Hon. J. A. Greig: The man on the land
always carries about 12 people on his back.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: T suppose hie does.
The man on the land and the miner carry a
lot of people on their backs as well as behind
them. I do net intend to indulge in sophis.
tries; and I do not desire to be a party to
a project like this, as it now stands, a project
which will eventually lead to confusion worse
confounded. Assume that we can settle 6,000
people in the South-West. Bear in mind
that I am not saying anything disparaging
of the land in this country, but unless the
greater part of it is reproductive land this
country is damned internally, extern-
ally and eternally. The South-West has
been compared with the land of Gipps-
land. Mr. BurviUl drew attention
to the happy condition of the settlers in
Gippaland, but he forgot to refer to the sal-
ient points connected with the settlenment in
that part of Australia, the principal of which
is that it has taken the settlers there from thle
earliest days to almost the present time to
become prosperous.

lion. A. Burvill: There will be a better
chance here.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The land in the
South-West: taken by and large, is hardly to
be compared with thnt of Qippsland. Be-
for-e you bring the land of the South-
West to a state of productivity, you have
the task almost equal to the removal of the
tree, and that is the renioval of the under-
growth. There are blaekboys, zamia palms
and the Lord knows what, which are not to
be found in Cippsland, and it is also wvell
known that in parts of Gippsland, when a
fire is put through the forest, English grasses
can be sown. I have yet to find many places
of burnt country in the South-West wshere
that can he done. 'Mr. Nicholson dealt with
the question of whnt was to be done with the
products of the people whom we propose to
put on the laud. I think it was the Premier
who told us the other day that South Africa
was endeavouring to induce Indian er-service
men to migrate to that country. South
Africa is also bidding for immigrants from
the British Isles so that they may push ahead

with their fruit-growing industry, and they
are heating us in that respect. We must
not forget that whilst we are 28 days from
the British market, South Africa is only 16.
Mr. Burvill has referred to fruit, milk and
butter. There n-ill need to be a few years
of' cultivation in the South-West before a
state of productiou is reached. We must
reim-noibr that it is virgin country that is
being tackled, and before w-e can get that
land into suchI a condition-

lieu1. J. Ewing: What about the good
swanj. land?

Hon. J. CORNELL: For a purpose such
ais this I think we may liken tihe swamp lands
to the soil contained in flower pots on our
vvinrows. I admit that on a good deal of the
swvamj' land there m-in be grown vegetables
or lus-cine, but if it is desired to successfully
ruse herds, there mjust be pastures as wvell
as artificial feed. What is the position to-
day? My friend, Mr. Potter, will bear me
Outt wheni I say there is merit, value and
purpose in well thought out organisation.
That is what is needed ot present. Rave we
any org-anisation here?' I have failed to dis-
coier any form of organisation, or that which
one could construe into organisation, even
sufficient to run a football team.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is the pointt,- or-
ganisation.

lHon. .1. CORNELL: I said last session of
my friend the Premier that he lacked imag-
ination. I will withdraw that and say that
he possesses imagination but that he has not
tire faeulty of coniiufg down from the clouds

toa put that imagination into tangible shape.
if I1 waut information concerning a matter
connected writh the Agricultural Bank, or the
T.A.II., or the soldier settlement scheme, or
the group settlement schemed, or several other
schemes, where do I go to get Atl I go to
'-%r. MeLarty. Where did the Premier go
when lie had a deputation of unemployed sol-
dier., on Iris return? To Mr. MeLarty. The
n-dy in which responsibilities are thrust upon
Mr. 2tetarty, Rood and all as he is, must
eventually get him down. The Premier can-
not possibly hope to succeed with all these
enterprises in one man's hands. All the
things which are to-day in Mr. Mctarty's
hands should be taken away from him. In
all these years there has surely been enough
of wisdom gathered in the departments to
carry on without Mr. Metarty. Let Mr.
MeLarty be appointed to direct the imnigra-
tiom, scheme. Let him formulate a policy, with
the advice of a board if necessary. I believe
that lie would put up a definite and workable
scheme in which order would reign, instead
of, as to-day, chaos. As a soldiers' repre-
sentative, T know the value of all the good
work Mr. MeLarty did on the soldier settle-
mient scheme. If his undivided attention were
given to the perfecting of an organisation
for the immigration scheme, that scheme
would be successful. But if the present posi-
tion continues, I can only see failure of
the scheme, and chaos, loss of money and
dissatisfaction not only to people here but
also to the people abroad, We have the New
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Settlers' League, a body which is subsidtised
by the Federal Government to the extent
of £1,500 a year. flat league is doing good
work, I know. But in that work there is
nothing fundamental. The league may be re-
garded as only skirmishing on the fringe of
the whole concern. The endeavour of the
league is to place men in employment on ar-
rival in this country. But where does land
settlement come in? A new arrival
has to put in a year as all employee.
Now, we have still 1,200 A.I.F. men
waiting to be placed on the land, and there is
also a fair sprinkling of our own people de-
sirens of settling on the land, but unable
to do so- Very shortly some of these immi-
grants will have qualified to go on the land,
and where is the organisation to place them
there? I can find none. Shortly after the
Premier 's return a deputation, headed by
General Hobbs, waited on him to point out
that 400 soldiers were out of work. The
Premier, aftef analysing the position, said
there were only 250 A.I.F. men out of work.
But there were also 150 Imperial Service
men out of work, and the majority of these
were assisted immigrants. To-day on the
books of the Soldiers' Institute there are
800 men registered for employment and un-
able to obtain it. In Kalgoorlie there are
an~ther 300. If we cannot by seone form of
organisation so circumstance ourselves as to
find employment for our own Australian
people, what is going to be the position when
we bring out thousands of people under the
immigration scheme? There is another point
of danger, and that is the further migration
of our immigrants to the Eastern States. A
'nan with a passport cannot go out of his
eountry for a period of 12 months, but there
is nothing to prevent an oversea arrival here
from going on to the Eastern States the day
he lands in Western Australia. ''Smith's
Weekly'' of about a fortnight ago contains
a most scurrilous and misleading report con-
cerning Western Australian conditions made
by an immigrant to this State. The only
redeeming feature of the article was that the
man said he had been employed for a little
while at Ealingupl and would have been there
yet but for his employer falling sick and
therefore being unable to keep him. Such
stories are published by sensational journals
in the East. As regards assisted immigration,
I contend that the total cost of the assist-
alnce should be borne by the Federal Gov-
erment, who are the first to benefit by the
landing of immigrants in the Commonwealth.
If an immigrant lands here to-day and goes
on to the Eastern States to-morrow, that mat-
ters to us, hut not to the Commonwealth.
Wherever a man may be domiciled in the
Commonwealth, he is a Commonwealth tax-
payer. Therefore an endeavour should be
made to induce the Commonwealth to pay
the whole cost of assistance to immigration.
There is another angle from which I desire
to view the important question of immigra-
tion, and that is the question of which is the
wvisor pioliey-to bring men here and assist

them financially, or to endeavour so to cir-
cuinstance the State and ourselves that im-
migrants will be induced to come here of
their own free will. I am one of those who
faour the latter alternative. Our object
should be to make Australia such a country
that people oversea will say, ''There is a
country where we will find work immediately
upon entering it.' Then people would mi-
grate here very quickly. The Governor's
Speech says that authorised railways will be
constructed as soon as possible. If Imay refer
to a hardy annual, I will mention the Esper-
ance railway. If the construction of that
line has been pushed on as speedily as pos-
sible, there is something slower on this earth
than snails. I honestly believe that Esper-
one country is country which could be made
reproductive with very little preparation and
at a very early date.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It should have been done
years ago.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes. With reason-
able transport facilities, a great deal of the
Esperance land could be made reproductive
very soon.

Hlon. J. A. Oreig: Do you honestly believe
it would grow wheat profitably?

Hon. 3. CORNELL: I do, as regards the
larger portion of it. That was stated by a
Royal Commission which inquired into the
matter. The samte opinion is held by mallee
farmers who have seen the Esperance con-
try. Many of us remember the hostility
which was shown towards the chairman of
that Royal Commission. When the Esperane
Northwards railway has reached Grass Patch,
the Lake Orace-Newdegate line should be
run right through, so that the whole stretch
of that country could be opened up as speed-
ily as possible. Now I desire to refer to
existing railways. I have already alluded to
the deficit of £400,000 odd incurred by the
Railway Department last year. I do not
know whether that deficit is going to con-
tinue. Our production this year is not going
to be greeter than it was last year, and the
working costs of the Railway Department
will be very little less. Therefore, if the
present state of affairs continues, there will
he a corresponding deficit for the cuirrent
year. With regard to 'Mr. Stead's report, I
may point out the present Commissioner of
Railways was appointed some three years
ago. About two years after his appoint-
nment, an outside railway man of high repu-
tation was appointed a Royal Commission to
inquire into the working of the Railway De-
partmnent. At a casual glance, Mr. Stead's
report seems about as damaging a document
as could be framed against a railway admin-
istrator. Are the Government going to pro-
crastinate, and allow the Commissioner of
Railways to engage in verbal warfare with
Mr. Stead, or are they going to put the re-
commendations of the Royal Commissioner
into effect? tong before Mr. Stead reported,
it was common property in the railway service
that he would report in favour of a severe
reduction of the staff. I look to the Govern-



540 [COUNCIL.]

utent to say either that Mr. Stead is right
or that be is wrong..-

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.0 P-.

Hon. J. CORNELL. It was my privilege
recently to attend a conference of representa-
tives of all the State branches of the Returned
Soldier&O League of Australia. It was possible
there to get some comparison of what had been
done in regard to soldier settlement in the several
States. As a Western Australian representative
I was very pleased to learn that, generally, thin
State had done as well as any other. Western
Australia, South Australia, and Victoria had each
done well, and Western Australia had done as
well es either of the other two. The bestithat can
be sad of soldier settlement is that it is atilt
in its experimental stage. What has been done
has been done more or less hurriedly, and in
the near future the whole position will have
to be reviewed. The controller of soldier settle-
ment in this State knots that many soldiers
have been settled on holdings where they have
no chance of succeeding, either because the
district is not suitable, or because of the over-
capitalistiont of the land. The conference was
unanimous in its approval of the capitalisation
of the first five years' interest. At the forth-
coming soldiers' conference that will he a burning
question. lam convinced that it must be tackled.
The recent conference thought the Federal
Government had not extended to the several
States handling soldier land settlement the con-
sideration which should have been given them.
It was unanimously resolved that the £620
advance by the Federal Government should
be increased to £1,000. If there is one
man in this country to whom a tribute can be
paid for his work, it is the controller of the
soldiers' land settlement scheme, Mr. MeLarty.
The Minister in charge of the scheme should
seriously consider reviewing the whole position.
If there is to be any decapitalisation, the sooner
it is done the better. The answer to a question
aked by Mr. Stewart the other day informed
us that there are at least 1,400 A.I.E'. men sntil
waiting to go on the lend. Very properly, the
Premier has declared that our discharged soldiers
are to have preference in land settlement- In
view of the fact that, after all, we have settled
only 4,00 soldiers on their holdings, the problem
of settling another 1,400 is not easy of solution.
If no imm~igrant is to be fixed up with land until
all those 1,400 men are settled, it is clear that
presently we shall have confusion worse con-
founded. Mfany of those returned soldiers are
really anxious for their lad. They are out of
work, and would be only too willing to go to
their holdings without further delay. I trust
something delinite will be done to absorb them.
According to the Speech, the sinking fund on the
O)Dolgardic water scheme is far in excas of
requirements, and in future payments to the
extent of £100,000 per annm may be suspended.
To me, a goldfields member, this is a most happy
position, especially in view of the utterances
of the croakers in the days of Lord Forrest,
men who, despite that statesman'e vision, de-
clared it would be impossible to carry water into
the desert at a practicable price to the consnmer.
It is fortunate that during the last 11 yearn
successive Governments hare not been able to

cut into that sinking fund to help square their
deficits. Since that water scheme would never
hare been brought into being but for the gold-
fieldi I* as a representative of the fields, sincerell
ask that, if possible, relief be afforded the gold-
fields' users of that scheme. We have had many
deputations to the Minister for Mines and the
Minister for Works, asking for cheaper water for
the goldfields.

Hon. A. Lovelcin: The scheme has never
paid.

Ron. J. CORNELL: I sincerely hope some
relief will be afforded to the consumers of water
on the goldfields. There are still millions of
tons of mineral ore which could be prutitably
worked if only cheap water were available. It
must be remembered that one miner in work
is responsible for the maintenance of about seven
other persons living on him on the spot, to say
nothing of all the rest more or less dependent
on him from a distance. So, to further the
mining industryv by the cheapening of the water
supply, is to do something much more beneficial
for the State than flooding the country with im-
migrants before knowing whene we are to put
them. I have referred to the decline of the
mining industry. We have to view the position
as it is. It was the gold mining industry which
gave this country its first boost, not so much
the base metal industry. A Commission should
be appointed on the lines of the low grade Mining
Commission of South Africa to go thoroughly
into the question of seeing whether some relief
from the heavy burden now imposed upon the
industry could not be afforded. The South
African Commission came to the conclusion that
if the low-grade mines could be placed on a,
payable basis it would do much good to the
community. We should have ant inquiry to
see if the working costs could not be reduced
here so that the life of our mining industry
might be prolonged. I do not believe in reducing
wages, or in that being a panacea. However, it
May he bruited about this country that wages
must come down, I cannot ee how they can he
reduced fur several years to come. It is not
advisable that we should reduce 'wage;, and in
that way lower the standard of living. If we
measure the hearing which wages have upon
an industry as against the other contingent
costs, we find that the ratio is about 40) to 60
per cent. It would he logical to argue a reduc-
tion of wages if the cost of the other requisites
also comns down : but until that time comes it is
unfair to ask those engaged in this importanti
industry to accept a reduction in wages. I am
anxious to see a revival in this industry. If
we can bring it about we shall attract the men
who are most ambitious end most enterprising
from other parts of the British Empire. Some
effort has been made to discover new goldfields.
I am not going t o pelt stones at the Mjinister
for Mines or the Government in regard to pro-
specting. I represented the Returned Soldiers'
League for nearly three years. on the State
Prospecting Board. That board has never
been hampered or hamstrung in the matter of
finances in equipping the prospector. The
board was not satisfied with the results achieved
by the old mecthods, and the lay members of
it said if a new system was. nLot adopted they
would retire from the hoard. The result was
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that we were successful in getting a m of be-
tween £2,500 and £E3,000 to equip the State
Prospecting party. Whether the operations
of that party are a success or not is in the lap
of the gods. Capt. Jones and all the members
of the party may be relied upon to do their
utmost to ensure success. No party has ever
gone out in this State better equipped in personnel
or in any other way. I am sure if it is possible
it will do full justice to the confidence that
has been reposed in it. The members of the
party are making a big financial sacrifice in the
interests of the State. It is the wish of all that
a new Kalgoorlie should be found. If that
happens wye shall soon be lifted out of the slough
of despond in which we find ourselves. En.
coniurns have been passed upon me for the
inquiries I made in South Africa in connection
with miners phithisis, and for the joint report
put in by the State Mining Engineer and myself
upon the question. I made these inquiries in
an honorary capacity. I fully recognised. the
danger of the fell disease which creeps upon our
minors. I thought I might be able to discover
in South Africa some meain by which a lasting
benefit could be afforded to those who work
underground. The proposasls that are now
promulgated for dealing with this matter are,
however, very far from all that are required.
Later on I hope to have something further to
say on this question. It is my belief that every
member, irrespective of the party to which he
belongs, will support any proposal that will
improve tbo conditions of the men who work
in our mining industry. The unification of the
Commonwealth ralwa is a question that
hall not yet been touched upon. It is one of
the most important questions confronting the
people of Australia to-day. The sooner it in
tackled the greater will be the bienefit to the
Commonwealth. Owing to our Federal system
it seems to me the present difficulties are in-
surmountable. Were we happily circumstanced
as they ame in South Africa, where the union rail-
ways belong to the union and not to the provi-
sional council, a commencement in this direction
would have been made long ago. The States
of Australia may be likened to six lady suitors
for a new Apollo. They all want to secure him,
but none has been able to do so. We must all

rcgie the advantage of, at all events, a
unifiedtrunk line throughout Australia. One
can travel all over Europe, the United States,
Canada, and the union of South Africa as far
north as the Belgian Congo, on railways of the
one gauge. This brings to mind the criminal
waste and neglect permeating Australia owing
to the many gauges that make up our main
trunk line system. With this subject is bound
the great question of immigration. The early
commencement of this work would mean the
employment of thousands of men. It has been
said that every year the work is delayed adds
£1,000,000 to the capital cost of the under-
taking.

Hon. G. W. M1iles: That is so.
Ron. J. CORNELL: If the State Parliaments

of Australia do not urge the early commence-
ment of this work, they deserve to be indicted
and put us durance rile for the rest of their
lives. Trinsport is the main arm of defence.
If the little brown. men were to land in Perth,

as they could easily do, owing to our tin-pot
navy, we can well imagine what a task it would
be to move a division from, Melbourne to Perth.
It would take fully six months to transport
20,000 men with all arms, if indeed it would be
possible to do it in that time. Western Aus-
tralia, at all events, should take a serious view
of this matter. It is one which the Federal
conference of soldiers discussed, and it
unanimously resolved that the work should be
commenced immediately. If anyone is com-
petent to speak on this question, not only from
the martial but the utility aspect, it is a body
representative of the Soldiers' League of Aus-
tralia. We members of Parliament must realise
what benefit would accrue from the electrifica-
tion of our metropolitan railways. One hasl
only to see the suburban electric service in
Melbourne to realise how far ahead of cors, that
system is. The Victorian suburban service
is much the sme as, core in that it runs through a
central station, namely Flinders-street. The
train may come in about eight o'clock in the
evening or some other busy time, and discharge
its freight at Flinders-street. The full train
does not then go on either to Rssendon or
Sandringham, or some other detination. but
so mobile is it that half the train can be
detached and run into a shed and the other half
sent on to one terminal point or the other, the
reduced number of coaches being sufficient to
cope with the then reduced traffic. In this
State a train is run from Midland Junction to
Perth, and after discharging a heavy passenger
load is sent on to Fremantle practically empty.
Until our railways are electrified we cannot
handle our rolling stock economically as they
do in Melbourne. The backbone of the system
in Melbourne is Morwell. The system has
proved beneficial, economical and a great saving.
Collie is not very much further from Perth
than Mforwell is fromn Melbourne. If it is possible to
stare the services of the reponible engineer oon-
Rnted with that scheme they should be obtained
at once, and he should be brought here to report
on the present situation. I refer to the greatest
man in the A.L.F. and to-day the greatest man
in the engineerin world of thin country, and
probably in the Southern Hemisphere-Sir
John Monash.

fbi,. J1. Ewing: They w-ill not consider it
here for a moment.

Hon. J. COIINELL: Sir John, Monsli is
vothing if not practical. le is a blunt man.
Hle will not surround himself with ted tape.
ie will go into thte matter as it is. It is not
i'orth while getting the mail oi tire lower
rung to reroit en this inatter; we should get
the mail with a master mind mwch as Sir Jo hn
Monash. He proved himself a brilliapt man
in hiR achtievemients when in enisnanil of tile
A.].F., and whetn he returned to thk coun-
try, after reli nquishing hi.4 coninand, there
were no banners, no flangs, omn banilti HeI
started work at his office next dl.. Hie hat
not only proved himself brilliant t, a soldier
in the hield but lie is to-day the ina'.ter ind
in the engineering world of Australia. Hlis
services should be secured as soont as possible.
Another mailer I wish to refer to is in con-
nection with workers' homes%. I understand
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it is the bn-ention of the Giovern ment-and
they arc doing so to-day-to build workers'
homes in the agricultural districts in accord-
ance with the amending Act passed last ses-
sion. I further understand that since the
defeat of the 9caddan Governent few, if
any, homes have been built on the leasehold
principle. I have it direct from the Premier
that he is opposed to the leasehold system.
I have a home under the leasehold system
and I amt prepared to go on with it, as others
are prepared to do, if the leasehold system
is to be perpetuated]. If it is the policy of
the Governmnint, as it was of those that pre-
ceded the Seaddan Government, not to con-
struct houses on the leasehold system, it is
tine the whole position was reviewed and
those who obtained homes on the leasehold
principle, on the understanding that it was
the policy of the Government to ceontinue
them, should be given an opportunity to re-
consider their position and take advantage
of a move to transfer from the leasehold to
the freehold system. The Minister promised
something in that direction last session. I
would not object to the two policies continu-
ing, as obtained during the regime of the
Scaddan Government. In those days one
could take his choice between the two sys-
temns. I understand that to-day one can only
secure a borne under the freeh old system,
unless a leasehold house should become va-
cant. I hope the Minister will give the House
some indication as to the intentions of the
Government regarding this mntter. It is
usual for Governors' Speeches to contain a
mass of verbiage regarding new legislation.
There has been a departure on this occasion
in that there is very little in the Governor's
Speech indicating new legislation that is to
be introduced. However, it is proposed to
bring forward a Bill to amend the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act. I understand that Bill
is to be introduced to make provision for
the appointment of a permanent president of
the Arbitration Court. At this juncture, 1
will not enter upon the vexed question of
arbitration; I will reserve my remarks on
that matter until the Bill is before us. I
understand, however, that the measure is the
outcome of a conference attended by the
Lvnder of thre House as Deputy Premier andi
certain relrrsentatives of the Trades Hall.
Though T am b-eyond the pale regarding the
Trades Hall to-day, Mr. Dodd, another old
and valued Labourite, Mr. Harris and other
heon. members-I say this advisedly--are just
as competent sad qualified to offer suggestions
a-4 to how the Arbitration Act can be amended
a-, those who met the Deputy Premier.
It must not be considered that when the
Bill comes forward those opinions which were
not sought on that occasion, will not be ad-
vanced in this Chamber. There is another
matter to which I desire to refer, although
it was not mentioned in the Governor's
Speech. It may have a very sorrowful in-
fluence on those of us who are to retire ait
the next election. It has been bruited abroad
that during the life of this Parliament thene
will probablyr be a Redistribution of Seats

Bill introduced. It has been the practice in
the past to leave such a measure to the
eleventh hour.

The PRESIDENT: I do not think there
is any referene to that matter in the Gov-
ernor'Is Speech.

Hon. .1. CORNELL:- No, it should have
been referred to.

The PRESIDENT: If the lion. member
intends to speak on everything that ought to
have been included in the Governor's Speech,
I am afraid lio will take up considerable
time.

Hon. J1. CORNELL: I am noted for that.
The PRESIDENT: If you have something

im'portant to say, you can go on.
Hen. J. CORNELL: I say it advisedly

that the advent of another year can make
very little appreciable difference in the pre-
sent nunneries] representation in Parliament
of the various electorates throughout the
State. In the interests of those who may go
before their electors at about the same time
as the members of the Legislative Assembly,
I claim that the proper dine to bring for-
ward any such measure is not on the eve of a
general election but during the middle of a
session, when the whole matter can be dis-
cussed thoroughly end the electoral machinery
made ready for the election. I trust that if the
Government propose to introduce such a mea-
sure-the Government look as though they
will stay out the rest of the peiod of three
years, and I do not wish them otherwise--
they will bring forward the measure this ses-
si Lon and not leave it till the next session just
prior to the election. To sum up the posi-
tion, in my opinion there are two points
which tower paramount above all others I
have referred to. One is the question of
finance and the other is the question of our
immnigiration policy. I can see no tangible
way out of our financial difficulties unless
and until w-c recognise our true position.

Hon- A. Sanderson: Hear, heart
Hoo. J. CORNELL: We must realise that

we are not the solveut and rich community
that we imagine we are. We can no more go
on living in a fool's paradise than any other
fool can, and to tighten up our position would
probably mean a reduction in the services
rendered and a reduction in the civil service
and other administrative staffs. I will be
consistent. I cannot stand here and advo-
cate the retention of our public. services doing
work that is not necessary, doing work that
could be done without, or not doing work
we should be doing, saying at the same
time that the constituents I represent here
should be content to live on day to day
engagements and very often with no engage-
ments at all. After all, it is the general tax-
payer who keeps these institutions going. In
view of the activity in many directions and
our decline in other directions, the numerical
strength of our administrative staff is greater
to-day than. ever before. For what rason
that should be so, I do not know. I would
not be one to advocate the reduction of
wages, but I think if we were to reduce our
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present administrative staff by 25 per cent.
and pay the balance a better wage, we would
have more up-to-date and efficient service than
we are receiving to-day. It there is one de-
partment with which I sympathise, it is the
Education 'Departmient. Most people will
not realise wvhy there is such a large vote for
education. It is because throughout the gold-
fields districts, palatial schools were erected
in days gone by. In those days the accommo-
dation was over-taxed; to-day it is not half
filled. Settlement has extended in the metro-
politan and agricultural districts, where there
are not the necessary facilities in order that
the childreo may be properly housed and
educated. If there is one vote the curtail-
mient of which I will fight against, it is that
affecting the Education Department. If we
cannot give our children proper education, we
should shut up shop. I desire to sum up my
idea as to what should he done regarding the
immigration policy. I think there are not
enough Ministers. That is my candid
opinion. I am positive that, great superman
and all that he is, the Premier cannot be
expected to carry out all the duties that de-
volv-e upon him now. He is Premier, Minister
for Lands and Colonial Treasurer, as well as
bearing the responsibility for other depart-
ments as well. He' cannot, with justice to
himself and the country, -carry on those
functions of office as they should be con-
ducted. I consider a Minister, even if he be
an honorary one, should be appointed. I
would even go to the extent of being a party
to amending the Constitution to appoint
another Minister whose sole mission should
be to control immigration and soldier settle-
meat, That would relieve the Premier from
the heavy obligations that he shoulders at the
present time, and would put him in the place
in which lie should be. I think the Premier
should be the loose man in Cabinet, and not
the man with the most work to do and the
greatest number of departments to admin-
ister. If the Premnier 'were the loose man in
Cabinet be would have time to nose round and
see what Ministers were "going slow" on
him. As the position is to-day, the Premier
has not time enough to go round to see who
is, aud who is not, going slow. With these
few remarks, with a big emphasis on the
"'few." I support the motion before the
House.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Ron. H. P. Colebatch-East) (3.15]: 1
have already availed myself of an oppor-
tunity of coiigratulating you, Sir, on your
election to the office of President. I want
now to associate myself 11th those members
who have expressed their deep regret at the
loss this House fba sustained by the defeat of
the former President, MrLf. Kingamnil, and at
the defeat at the last elections of Mr. Cun-
ningham and Mr. Panton. I join in
welcoming the new members and congratulate
them on the contributions they hiave made
to this debate. There are one or two matters
mentioned by Mr. Cornell that I1 should like

to refer to now while they are fresh in mind,
because I have had no opportunity to make
notes regarding them. He ref erred to the
question of the deficit and the sinking fand.
The statement I have made over and over
again is that the contributions from revenue
to the sinking fund and the appreciation of
the sinking fund by the interest it itself has
earned, have exceeded during the past 11 years
the deficit that has been accumulated during
that period. I have used that argument in
this connection and in this connection only.
I think I used it first on the occasion when
you, Sir, from your then place in tbe House,
made reference to the position of the other
States of the Commonwealth, and to the tact
that we alone amongst the States of the Com-
monwealth, were accumulating a huge deficit.
I said then and I say nlow, that when we
enter into a comparison 'with the other States
of the Commonwealth it is only right and
fair that we should get the whole of the
picture and remember that not one of the
other States has made any substantial con-
tribution to sinking fund, and not one of
them has a sinking fund capable of earning
any-thing great in the way of interest. I
have said over and over again that if the
the other States made the provision for meet-
ing their debts when they become due, such as
we have made, they like us, would be bur-
dened with a heavy deficit. We have a deficit
and we cannot set off the sinking fund
against the deficit, but when members make
a comparison with the other States which are
contributing nothing to sinking funds,
they are doing something unfair to Western
Australia, and it is only right and just to
put the whole position. When I have put the
positiou to people in the other States, as I
have done on various occasions, they have re-
cognised at one& that it was a fair and rea-
sonable line of argument to take. If they
had done as we have done they like us, would
have been labouring under considerable
deficits. The hon. member also referred to the
remarks of the Federal Treasurer and the
necessity for making the revenue balance the
t-xpenditure, If the Federal Treasurer, ob-
serving not merely the spirit, hut the exact
wording of the Constitution and of the Stir-
plus1 Revenue Act, would give to the States
the surplus that he hans improperly and in de-
fiance of the Constitution and of the Surplus
Revenue Act accumulated, our position *ould
lx, considerably relieved. The reference made
to soldier settlemeont I do not propose to al-
ludle to at this moment, further than to say
that a few weeks ago I attended a confer-
ence of Treasurers of the different States,
when the whole matter of the financial aspect
of soldier settlement as between the Comn-
nuonwealth and the States was gone into ex-
hanustively, and certain proposals were placed
before the Federal Treasurer. The State
Treasurers emphasised the contention which
I think isi unanswerable, that repatriation is
primarily a duty of the Federal Government
and while the States, because of the advan-
tage they will ultimately obtain from settle-
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meat of these mnen an thle land, are prepared
to take some share of the responsibility, the
Federal Government mnust bear their share. I
ant very hopeful that the Federal Treasurer
and the Federal Cabinet will see'the matter
in that light. The hon. mnember also made
reference to the goldields water supply. He
was quite right in qaying that the scheme
has entirely justified 'itself. In common with
many other great undertakings, it stands
,a monument to the State-craft, vision.
aind foresight of the two men whose names
are chiefly associated with it, Lord
Forrest and 'Mr. (1. Y. O'Connor. It must he
borne in mind that while that scheme since
its inception has paid the whole of its work-
ing expenses, and almost the whole of its in-
terest-not quite all-the uiking fund
throughiout has been contributed fronm Con-
solidated Revenue, and has been contributed
by the general taxpayers of the State, so that
"when the loan is finally liquidated, the work
will not properly speaking, be the property
of those who have used] it, because they have
not contributed anything towards itsi capital
cost. It will be the property of the genersl
community. I ain fully in accord with the
hop,. member, that in the course of two or
three years we no longer shall have to pay
interest or sinking fund in connection with
that great undertaking and that it should be
possible then, even if it is not possible at an
earlier dlate, to gaive some measure of con.-
sideration to the users of the water. On the
question of the unification of the rail-
ways, mentioned also by 'Mr. Cornell. I
shall have :something to say at a later stage.
Quite a number of matters have been
raised by members to which I shall not al-
lude during my reply. To do so would he to
detain the House unduly, hut I ask those
members to take my assurance that these
matters will not be neglected. I have passed
minutes along to the different departments
concerned, and I Amuy sure that consideration
will be given to the views expressed on these
matters which I umay describe as being of
minor importance, though I do not wish to
belittle them. They are minor matters
compared with the larger issues in the Speech.
I shall confine myself chiefly to the great
question of immigration and to the side issues
arising ant of it. First of all I should like
to remove a misconception that seems to exist
ink the mnindls of a great many members in
regard to the immigration scheme. It is ilhus-
trated by the remarks of several members.
First of all, '-%r. Lorekin said that during the
last tour years without any of this settle-
wnent scheme in progress, w~e hand increased
our indebtedIness to the extent of C3,125.000.
Thien '.%r. Oreig said the Gov-ernument should
have prepared two or three years ago for
new settlers. '.%r. Hfamersley made reference
to our unpreparedness to receive settlers and
the delay in connection with the inspection
of conditional purchase land to be converted
-into freehold. Dr. Saw expressed doubts as
to whether the details of the scemere had been
given consideration by experts in land settle-
mnent and finanee. Many other members

spoke in the same strain. Each of those
nmembers appeared to ate to have approached
the immigration question from the point of
view of something entirely new. As a
matter of fact, so far as the placing
of peopile on the land is conicerned, there is
scarcely aniything actw about it at nil. The
£S8,12S,000 to whbich Mr. Lovekin referred as
havinig been borrowed dluring the last four
years, ha% been devoted very largely to a
similar scheme of land settlement and the
actual rate of settlement during that period
has been practically equal to what is contemn-
lplated by the present scemeie. In three years
over 4,000 soldier settlers have been placed
on their blocks, in addition to a large am-
her of ordinary settlers. We do not need to
go wiry mchl faster than this to cope with
our obligations under the present scheme.

Hon. J1. Cornell: 'Most of those settlers
were put on improved holdings.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Cronup settlement a year ago was an entirely
new development, but it is in full swing at
present. In a comparatively few months 30
groups, comprising 600 settlers, have been
placed on the land. Twelve new grouips of
240 settlers have been placed within the last
ten weeks and at the present time we are
av-eraging practically two groups a week,
This represents a rate of 2,000 settlers per
annnal, Two thousand settlers per annum.
is what we propose to do under this
scemne; so that instead of being a,
matter, as some umenmbers think, involving
something entirely new in land settlement,
what we propose to do is to carry on what
we have been doing during the last three or
four years, but perhaps a little more expe-
ditiously. We have almost overtaken the
work of settling our returned soldiers on the
land, and we wannt to continue the work of
settling people on the land as rapidly as we
have been settling them during the psst
three or four years, or perhaps a little more
rapidly. Even from the point of view of
absorbing the immigrants, there is nothing
very extraordinary about this scheme. There
is nothing greater than we in Western Aus-
tralia, with our enormous territory and sparse
population, ought to aspire to. In the four
years preceding the war we brought out
nearly 30,000 assisted hmmigrants and in-
ereased our population by 50,000 souls. Pro-
portionately to our Present Population aa4
our resources, the contemplated immigration
and increase of population spread over the
next five years is not much greeter than we
actually achieved dluring that period imme-
diat~ly preceding the war. It is certainly no
greater than we are justified in aimingy at.
We shorld fall short in our duty if we aimed
at any thing less. For tht purpose of con-
venience I propose to divide my reply on the
question of immigration into three parts,
namely finance, placing the new arrival, and
the marketing Of his products. Tbe financial
aspect of the scheme has been very sevprely
attacked by Mr. Lovekin. I acknowledge
gratefully on the Premier's behalf, his tri-
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but~uo Sir James Mitchell, He made in the.
sameL connection, referenice to the late Lord
Porr~est. If my recollection serves me aright,
it .wa* by no means unusual for the hon. mem-
ber, in the very influential and powerful
position he then occupied, to criticise the
proposals of the thea Sir John Forrest quite
as vigorously and as hostilely as he has
Criticised the proposals of the present Pre-
mier. I venture to think that now as then,
the hon. member acted very largely on the
old saying, "If you want to be heard, sing
out of tune."I The hon. member at the out-
set made reference to what he said -was a
difference between the scheme now put for-
ward and that originally submitted to th6
Prime Minister; the difference between the
amounts of £750 and £1,000. There is really
no dlifference of any moment at all so far
as that aspect is concerned. When the Pre-
mier placed his scheme before the Prime
Minister it was suggested between them that
the average cost of settling the newcomers
under group settlement condition;, would be
£750.

Ron. A. Lovekin: That is alt I said.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That

was the idea that both of them had. When
the agreement came to be finalised, the Pre-
mier realised that if we were going to have
an average cost of £750, we must not de-
finitely pin ourselves down to £750 as a
maximum. So, Schedule A which is referred
to in the agreement reads--

The debt charged including charge for
supervision shall not in any case exceed
£1,000.

it is not a matter of the Commonwealth or
of the State Government advancing £750 per
settler or £1,000 per settler. Neither of those
questions enter into consideration. It is a
matter of the State undertaking to settle the
0,000 people on the land, and of setting out
in the agreement how we propose to do it
and what is to be charged against them. In
no case will we -raise a debit charge against
any one of those dettlers exceeding £1,000.

Rlon. A. Lovekin: We have never seen that
agreement.

7 he MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I do
not know whether the hon. member has seen
it or not.

Hon. A. Sanderson: What agreemnent are
you quoting?

The MINISTER FOR 'EDUCATION: The
difference between £150 and £1,000 is not a
matter of importance. It is not a question
of advancing so much per settler, but a ques-
tion of £750 having been decided between
the Premier and the Prime 'Minister as the
averntre cost, and, in the agreement, we stipu-
late that we will not place a debit against
any one settler of more than £1,000. That is
the maximum. 'Mr. Lovekin has said that the
absurdlity of the scheme is manifest, and
then he set out to prove his statement. He
started to prove it by telling us that the pre-
sent wheat production bad been reached by
an expenditure of six millions sterling, and
therefore it would cost another six million to

double it, I am sure the boa. member .knqws
that the last thing I would think of was being
personal, but if one wishes to force -an argu-.
meat, be mnnst use an illustration which will
appeal and which is entirely apt. If
the hon. member prints 2,000 news-
papers at a certain cost, it does .not
cost double the sum to print 4,000 news-
papers, and very much the same argu-
ment applies in the production of wheat;
beca-use if a man is farming only 200 acres
he is doing it uneconomically, and until you
get him op to the maximumn of what he can
economically produce, the work cannot be
done at a reasonable figure.

Ron. C. F. Baxter- You are quite wrong.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Does

the hon, member take up the attitude that if
it costs six millions to produc-

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You can f arm 300
acres cheaper than 1,000 acre;, that i* at so
much per acre.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: And
allow the remainder of the land to lie idle?

Hot. C. F. Baxter-. No.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In

order to double our production of wheat it is
not necessary to spend six millions, nor what
has been spent to bring the production up to
the prescnt figures. 1 take it that the clear-
ing of an extra million and a half acres will
lpractically double our production.

Hon. H. Stewart: It will certainly increase
it proportionately.

The MLINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There will be some additional machinery re-
quired. It is set out in the Governor Is Speech
that for the first three years it is proposed
to use one millioa pounds per annum to
strengthen the funds of the Agricultural Bank
so that money may be advanced to clear the
additional million and a half acres and also
to provide for fencing, dams, and other things
necessary to increase the sheep carrying ca-
pacity of the land.

Roa. A. Lovekin: All out of a million.
The MINISTER FOX EDUCATION: A

inilion per annum. will be ample for three
years to do that work. During that time and
for the remaining 8 years that will elapse be-
fore it is9 necessary to find the whole of the
money to place new settlers on the land, the
Agricultural Bank money will be constantly
Corning in so that even the three millions will
be reduced to a considerable extent. The bon.
member has said that during the next five
yvars wre shall have to raise 10 millions of
money for ordinary loan expe-nditure, because
we raised eight millions daring the last four
years. The boa, member overlooked the fact
that the great hulk of the money we raised
during the past four years was for a settle-
ment scemete exactly similar to the one now
proposed, but probably more costly. There-
fore, it is entirely fallacious to suggest that
we must borrow aLll that we borrowed during
the last four years plus the £6,000,000.
We certainly shall not borrow on any-
thing like the scale the hon. member
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suggests. He also said that we shall
increase our ordinary expenditure by £300,000
a year, ad the next statement he put up was
that that £300,000 was to be spent in every
year of the scheme, as though we were -going
to have 75,000 people here to-morrow. If his
calculation that to provide for 75,000
people will cost £300,000 per annum
in general services were correct, it would
obviously be wrong to pile up that £300,000
every year for five years, because it would
not be until the last year that we should
have all of the 75,000 people with us. The
hon. member's calculation, therefore, is hope-
lesly astray. On this basis, he builds up his
extraordinary calculation and deelares that
there will be no extra revenue. Why does he
assume that? If we double the wheat produc-
tion, there must be extra revenue. In all
directions, in fact, there is bound to be ad-
ditional revenue from any policy which means
activity. The whole trouble with all our pub-
lic utilities is that ire have to provide too
much for OUr population. Give the railways
for instance, their full loads, and our troubles
will soon disappear. This year there will be
a considerable increase in the business of the
railways, and because of that increase there
will 'be a smialler loss than that of
last year. If we succeed in doubling
our wheat production, the increased buisi-
.ness which must follow will have the
effect of wiping out the railway loss
altogether. We have too much equipment just
now and tou little traiffic. We have to cater
too much for a population which is scattered
over too wide an airea. Remedy those defects
and our troubles will disappear. The boa.
member argued that this arrangement was
geod for the Imperial Government and that
Great Britain would get all its advances
back in three years. The hon. mem-
ber spoke as if ire were not getting
anything from this trade, and that the
whole of it was net profit for the Imperial
Government. It will he admitted r think that
it is a fallacy to suggest that because they
have so much trade with us that that trade
is all profit. The boa. member said that
Great Britain would get it all hack in three
years.

Ilon. A. Lovekin: I said five years.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Then

there is also the question of the Federal Gov-
erment taking too much. I have a good deal
of sympathy with the lion, member's argu-
ment in that regard. There is the question of
duties in particular. It does seemn to me to
be a scandalous abuse of the spirit of the
Federal Constitution that any State which
embarks on a vigorous developmental policy
should have to pay Customs duties on the
things it imports for its own use, such as
rails. When the Prime Minister was here I
made reference to the duties that the Federal
Government compelled us to pay on tractors
which could not be obtained in Australia, and
which were used exclusively in connection with
soldier settlement. In spite of the promises
which have been made from time to time, we

have not yet received any rebate. I know
that the hon, member is of opinion that we
might set the Commonwealth Government at
defiance and refuse to pay them, or that we
might sue them. Unfortunately, Under the
Constitution there is no appeal from the
Federal High Court in a matter of this kind.

Hon. A. Lovelda: The Privy Council can
give leave.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
am not going to argue the matter. The advice
is that there is no appeal on matters of this
kind, and the question has been twice tested.
It was decided on the first occasion in connec-
tion with fencing wire. The New South Wales
Government failed in that case, because this
fencing wire was brought out to sell to other
people and was not for the permanent use of
the settlers in the State. Thle second ease was
on the subject of rails, and again the High
Court held that the rails were liable to duty.
Against these deisions there was no appeal.

Hon. A. Lovekin: And the court used
nonsensical arguments.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
After that remark I would not be surprised to
be told by the hon. member that Dr. Saw
and I used nonsensical arguments. Perhaps
we should be safer to err with the
High Court judge than to shine with
the bon, miemnber. There is a good
deal in what he said with regard to our treat-
ment by the Federal Government. For in-
stance, there is the treatment of the States
arising out of transferred properties. Under
the Constitution transferred properties had
to be paid for. What do the Federal Gov-
ernment do? They take over the properties
and credit the States with the value. Over a
period of 11 years they pay no interest what-
ever. For the subsequent 11 years they pay
the totally inadequate rate of 32 per cent.
The recent conference of Treasurers brought
this matter under the notice of the Federal
Treasurer and asked ithat lie should either
give us our money right -out, write it off
against whit we owe himp or else pay us a
reasonable rate of interest. I want to empha-
sise again that the money which we
have been borrowing in the past three
years has been chiefly for land settle-
ment purposes, and therefore the bor-
rowing of six millions for the same pur-
pose does not suggest '"a glorious drunk for
five years," as IMr. Lovelcin has termed it.
Neither does it suggest an extra debt of 20
millions. To my iin it does not suggest
any tidal wav-e of money b~y which this State
is to be submerged. We have heard a good
dteal of the Victorian schemne, which was said
to be so much better than ours. The Victorian
scheme has pot up to the present time ma-
terialised. There is no scheme so far as
Victoria is concerned.. I spent a good deal
of time a few weeks ago with Mr. Lawson,
the Premier of Victoria. Mr. Lawson told
me exactly the scheme that he disired to
bring to fulfilment. He told m-e confidentially
because these things cannot be talked
about until they are finalised, but he
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did tell me this without reservation,
that he had no desire, neither had he any
hope of getting anything better than West-
emn Australia had obtained. He made no
secret whatever about that.

Hon. A. Sanderson: ]From the Federal
Government or from the Imperial Govern-
macntl

The MLIISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Either or both. I was told yesterday-in our
present benighted condition we do not know
what value to attach to the reports and rn-
mours we hear-that the Premier of Victoria
"'as about to proceed to England. As a mat-
ter of fact, I urged him to go to England,
and if he intends to go his object will be to
try to fix uip an immigration scheme, and to
use his own words, he will be quite content
to get as good a deal as Western Australia
obtained. The position is that the Imperial
Government will not enter into any agreement
with an individual State. They will treat
only through the Coulmonwealth. The Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth takes uip this
attitude: that in view of the condition of the
labour market in the Eastern States he is not
prepared to enter into an immigration part-
nership with any State unless the scheme
goes hand in hand with the proposal to unify
the railway gauges of Australia. The Prime
Minister recognised that Western Aus-
tralia could settle its people on the land, and
that that would relieve the unemployment in
this State to a considerable extent, whereas
they are not in a position to do that in the
Eastern States. I discussed the question at
somie length with the Prime Minister. -Mr.
Cornell has made reference to the question
of the unificationi of the gauges, and I 'have
no doubt the matter will come before the
Federal Parliament at ain early date. It -will
probably also come before our own Parlia-
meat, and I have no doubt it will be the'-
great issue at the next Federal elections. For
that reason, although it is very dangerous to
prophesy close to the event, I think it not
unlikely that we shall find the Prime Minister
contesting a Sydney seat, a seat in a State
that believes in the unification of the railway
system and not a seat in a State that is
opposed to it. I know that for Eastern Aus-
tralia the Prime Minister's immigration
policy is linked up entirely with the question
of the unification of the railway gauges. An
alternative was put up by Mr. Lorekin that
the British and Commonwealth Governments
should advance the money to the settlers and
get it back from them. That was the alter-
native, We were to provide roads and railways
and facilities of every- kind, while the Imperial
and Commonwealth Governments took the
riskc of failure of individual settlers.
For a start, I do not see how anyone
can take the risk except the people who are
handling the concern. For that reason I do
not see how the Imperial and Commonwealth
Governments, at the distance they are away,
could accept this particular risk. They said
to us, "You take the risk, ad we will give
you £E1,200,000 to do it. I It has to be re-
membered that a great deal of this money

is going to be advanced to established set-
tlers, and in that regard there will be prac-
tically no risk at all. The business of the
Agricultural Bank in this respect is a bus-
iness that any bank might undertake. The
money will be returnable with interest.
A considerable proportion of the loan
will be spent on reproductive works.
I quite admit that in establishing new settlers
there will be some failures and sums losses.
To take that risk, we have from the Im-
peti ml arid Comimonwealth Governments what
amounts to a present of £1,200,000. Whether
that sumn will be sufficient to meet the fail-
ut-es and losses, I will not stop to argue; but
I do say that the difference between the Pre-
mier 'a scheme and Mr. Lovekin's scheme is
merely a trifling difference, and certainly not
such os would spell the difference between
success on the one hand and failure
and disaster on the other. 'I fr. Rose
suggested that we should give the
settlers some of the advantage of this in-
terest concession. Mfr. Rose probably knows
mfore asbouit laud settlement tha]n Air. Lovekin
does. Mfr. Rose is aware that there will be
losses and fiflures, but nevertheless hie thinks
tint we can go so far as to give to the new
settlers some of the motiey given to us by
the Imperial and Commonwealth Governments
to carry the risk. I do net know that we can
afford to do it, hut I do feel that the amount
which those (Gov-ernmuents have given us re-
presents a reasonable concession to meet losses
and failures.

Hon. E. Rose: My idea was that the in-
terest should be suspended for five years, and
then be added to the principa.

The MFINTSTF2R FOR EDUCATION:
Quite so. '.%r. Willumott, a South-Western
r-epresentative, seemed to mit to be extraor-
ilinarily piessimnistic. He said Mr. Lovekin
had( UNdemstaterl the financial difficulties.
Then, to my great satisfaction, though also,
f most confess, to my amazement, Mr. Will-
iuott woundI up by saying that the State
would gain greatly by the scheme. How the
two statements are to be reconciled is a mat-
ter T leave to the hon. member himself. Next
in importance to the financial effect is the
question of the absorption of the immigrants.
It is said that the people Will conic here and
go over to the East. If Some of them do
that, we shall at all events have the consola-
tion of knowing that they Lave not cost us
anything to bring here. in the past the
immigrants whom we brought -here and who
leaked away loave cost us a good deal of
money. The ire-war imimigranits used to cost
us aboul £8 each in passage alone. The
people now being brought out wvill cost the
Commonwealth about £12 each in passage
money, and the Commonwealth also bears the
whole cost of propaganda work. Those peo-
ple will be landed here free of cost, and such
as leak away will not have cost us anything.
The Governor's Speech sets out figures, cov-
ering a long period of years, as to the num-
ber of assisted immigrants and the net excess
of arrivals over departures. During 1920-21,
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4,745 assisted nominated immigrants arrived
in Western Australia, and for that period
there was an actual excess of departures over
arrivals of 1,320. The reason, I believe, was,
as Mr. Cornell states, the decrease of gold-

f Ids population. For the first six months of
the current year, the assisted nominated im-
migrants numbered 2,288, and we bare bad
an actual excess of arrivals over departures
of 2,194. 1 take that as an indication that
we have turned the corner, and that if the
immigration policy is solidly followed up, we
shall keep the people that we get. Why
should people leave Western Australia to go
to the Eastern States? What inducements
have those Staten to offer that we cannot
offer here? The other day I travelled from
Melbourne with a young man who has for
some time been settled in lower New South
Wales, a prosperous successful farmer. He
was bringing his mother and his sister over
to spend a holiday with their brother-in-law
in Rellerberrin, and he told me that for the
past 11 years he and his brother-in-law had
been comparing notes carefully, and that his
brother-in-law at Kellerberrin had made more
money on his it per acre land than he had
been able to Make on his £9 per acre land in
New South Wales. He said he was going to
spend five or six weeks' holiday here with the
intention of going back afterwards on his
own farm, but he added, "If I am satisfied
with what I see here I shall not hesitate to
sell my farm in New South Wales and come
back here, because I am satisfied from the
notes I have compared with my brother-in-
law that the productive value of the land
compared with what it can be bought for is
much greater in Western Australia than in
any other State.'' We need only to get that
fact more generally known, when we shall
find it less difficult to retain our popoulation
than at the present time. The first
element in the absorption of the immigrants
is to be the employment given by established
farmers. We cannot double our production
and increase our flocks and herds without
permanently increasing the numbers engaged
in the wheat industry. When we come to the
land settlement of the new arrivals it is a
different proposition. Mr. Ewing wanted to
know exactly where these people are to be
settled. The agreement-

Hon. A. Sanderson: Has this agreement
been published?

The M.INTIqTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
do not think anything has been published
during the last fo~rtnight. I took this agree-
ment over to 'Melbourne to the Prime Min-
ister, and the daoy after I got back here wre
had the newspap~er strike. There is nothing
secret about the agreement now.

Mfr. Lovekin: Is not the ''Worker"- pub-
limbied?

Hon. -V. Duffel!: That is a scab paper.
Hon. A. Sanderson: On a point of order,

is that an agreement put on the Table of the
House?

The PRESIDENT: I am not prepared to
say whether it is or not. I think the hon.

member is perfectly in order in making use
of anyv information that he bas at hand.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
agreement will be available for hen members
as soon as I have done with it.

Bon. A. Sanderson: It will be available?
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes.

One pairagraph of the agreement reads-
And whereas the State Government is

desirous of accelerating the development of
the South-West Division of the S tte of
Western Australia, particularly the area
between the south-west coast line and a
line drawn from Bunbury on the west coast
to Albany on the south coast, containing
approximately 5,000,000 acres of Crown
land. . . .

It is the inteution to settle these people in
what may be called, for convenience, the
south-west corner of the State. But it would
have been a very foolish thing to say in the
agreement that we must settle them in that
particular portion, so that if we happened to
settle some of them elsewhere they would not
br, counted. The settlement of the 6,000
men is to be particularly, but not neces-
sarily exclusively, in that aea Hon.
members moy ask in what state of pre-
paredness are we to settle people? The
Lands Department have 1,000 blocks sur-
veyed and ready for settlement within
the next few weeks, mostly in the South-
West,' where sur-eys are proceeding at
the rate of H0 blocks per week. In
the wheat areas 100 blocks have been pre-
pared at Newdegate, and 120 in Westonia
and Southern Cross, where 95 blocks were
sold last year. There are also 120 blocks
available at Esperanee. So far as the wheat
area is concerned, the demand for good wheat
land within 20 miles of a railway exceeds
.the supply; and the London aggchcny has been
advised that all thoem wheat lands will be
required for bur own people. Therefore no
one coming out front England at present is
entitled to nay that when he -as leaving
London he was told he could acquire good
wheat land within reasonable reach of a rail-
way. The demand by our own people is in
excess of what we can supply, and while that
is so we are not going to promise those lands
to anybody else.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Have you got enough
surveyors on?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: We
have got all the surveyors on that we can get.
If any additional competent surveyors are
available, we can give them work.

ifon. G. W. Mfiles: Have you tried to get
then, in the Eastern States?

The MTINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is no chance of getting them there. At
Newdegate we had 91 applications for 35
blocks. The Westonia, blocks were applied
for several times over. At Esperance 275
blocks have been sold. In every way possible
developumert is being speeded up. In the
case of Esperanee we want to get the people
settled so that when the railway is open there
will be traffic for it. The selection of agpi-
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cultural lands for 1920-21 totalled 2872
selections covering 1,726,515 acres. For
1921-22 there were 3,265 selections totalling
1,922,540 acres of agricultural land. The
area of land surveyed last year was the second
highest in the history of the State. I think
it is a very healthy sign that we should
have the excess demand for our lands. It
would be a hod thing for the State if we had
land surveyed and waiting and nobody willing
to go on it. Now, the settlement of men
brought out under the immigration scheme
does not necessarily begin until 12 months
after their arrival. We do, not enter into an
obligation to a "tan to put him on the land
until 12 months after he comes here. We do
not say that we will not put him on before
12 Months have elapsed, but there is no obli.
gation on us to do it.

Hin. G. W. Miles: That is not what the
Premier said in England.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is what the agreement sets out very
clearly. It gives us from four to six years to
settle this total of 6,000 "'en. But to come
back to their absorption in the meantime.
eincc July, 1921, for clearing alone the
Agricultural Bank has approved of advances
totalling £46,207, or at the rate of £.7,500
per week. The total approvals for the five
weeks ended 18th August-that is from the
date the scheme was finalised and we knew
we could go ahead-wore, for clearing
£105,816, for other improvements £62,803, a
total of £167,619, or an average from the
date the agreement was signed of £33,500 per
week. I think that is speeding up fairly
rapidly. To clear a million acres costs a
million and a half pounds. As the men em-
ployed are engaged also at harvest time, it
will mean, roughly, work for 10,000 men
during the year, while harvesting and the
transport of the harvest will absorb per-
manently 8,000 men per annum. Then there
is the erection of the necessary 8,000 cot-
tages for the settlers, and 2,000 for our own
people. Tenders have been accepted for
the first thou.%and of those cottages. All
that meaub extensive employment, together
with which there will be road and railway
construction and all the employment in the
marketing of the additional produce.

Hon. 11. Stewart: Are those cottages to
be under the Workers' Homes Scheme?

The MLNISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Some of them are, some are not. The settle-
ment of the new people under the agreement
is to he group settlement. We provide in a
general way-noine of this is arbitrary-for
bringing 25 acres under the plough, for
fencing, for a house adequate and cheap,
for ploughing the land, for laying down 20
acres of pasture and five acres in root and
vegetable crops and, later, five acres for
apples. The stock is to consist of cows, pigs
and poultry. Very little machinery will be
required. Dairying will be the basis of
settlement, with the necessary side lines.
Butter and bacon factories will be provided
as necessity arises. They can be provided

with greater assurance of success in the vic-
inity of group settlements than could be
hoped for in our present scattered areas
where, as Mr. Mfacfarlane knows, it is im-
possible to get that uniformity of and grad-
ing of cremn uecessary to the production of
a high-class and well-keeping quality of
be tter.

Hlon. G. WV. Miles: Is the State going to
provide thoem factories?

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION: The
State will assist co-operative compannies, as
in the past. Rleference has been made to the
Peel estate. Not long ago we had fronm Eng-
land Mr. fT lam, one of the biggest farmers
of the Old Country. He spent .ome time on
the Peel estate, and on his return spoke to
me of it in glowing terms. He discussed the
matter with our engineers, and sonie of his
suggestions were very helpful. He had no
hesitation in saying that the value of the
land, when the drainage is complete, will
easily compensate us for our expenditure.
Mr. Greig has spoken of land available
for fruit and vine, growing at ]Brook-
ton and of millions of acres in one
patch of agricultural land near the rabbit-
p~roof fence. Mr. Mills and _Mr. Moore re-
ferred to the Midland lands. There cannot
be any doubt of our capacity to place on the
land, on the wheat arenas and in the South-
West, a great many more people than we
contemplate under the agreement; nor can
there be any doubt that the placing of people
on the land will afford necessary employment
to the remainder of the immigrants. 'Refer-
ence has been made to the Government hay-
ing closed down the policy of railway con-
struction. We had no option. It was, impos-
sible to build railways with the price of rails
obtaining until quite recently. It was
only a few months ago that there wvas a
sufficient reduction to justify the Govern-
jijent in placing orders for material for rail-
ways previously authorised by Parliament.
Whilst we aiim at absorbing the immigrants
by giving them employment in agricultural
districts, I sea no reason why a very consider-
able number of people, say our own people
at present unemployed, should not be ab-
sorbed in secondary industries. We have just
made a start, and a fairly satisfactory one,
in secondary industries, after having been
held back ever since we entered Federation.
In 1fl14 -we had] 917 factories and work-
shops; in 1921 we had 1,070-not a very
large increase. The persons employed in
those factories and workahips :n 1914 num-
bered 18,641. In 1917 that number had
dropped hack to 13,841, including those per-
sons employed in the timber industry. To-
dlay the number of men employed in the
timber industry is fewer by 500 than it
was in 1914. Nevertheless we have over-
taken the loss made between 1914 and 1917
and to-day we have employed 19,500, or an
increase of 6,241 over 1917, and of 859 over
1914, notwithstanding that we are still short
by a very large number, at least 500, of the
men employed in the timber industry. In
1914 the gross value of the output of those
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factories was £ 7,166,672. Last year it was
£1I3,141,327, or an inecase, of nearly
£26,000,000, a very large increase indeed. The
capital employed in 1914 was £5,17-5,609
whereas last year it was £6,975,025. The
wages have shown an increase of upwards of
half a million. There is a marked increase
in the activity of a number of small fac-
tories, and the possibilities for farther ex-
pansion are illustrated by the very large
Value Of our present imports in those par-
ticular lines. Take, for instance, biscuits
and confectionery. In 1914 our biscuit and
confectionery factories employed 279 people.
In 1920 the number had risen to 499, almost
doable. Yet the imports for the year 1920-21
were valued at £E156,000. Obviously, that in-
dustry can grow, is growing, and will con-
tinue to absorb an increasing number of em-
ployees Butter and bacon factories em-
ployed 22 persons in 1914, and Ill in 1920,
an increase of 89. Yet we have those pro-
ducts, to the value of £512,000 per annum,
coming into the State. The nianfacture of
jams, pickles, and sauces employed 51 per-
sons in 1914, end 71 in 1920, an increase of
20, the value of the imports being £175,000.
The manufacture of boots and shoes em-
ployed 188 persons in 1914 and 295 in 1920,
an increase of 107, the value of the imports
being £8358,000. Tanneries and bone mills in.
1914 employed 74 persons, and in 1920, 125
were employed, an increase of 51; the value
of imports in leather and leather inanufac-
hires 'was £96,000. Coach and motor body
building, cycle and motor works, employed
409 persons in 1914 and 598 in 1920, an in-
cresse of 189; the value of imports in motor
car bodies amounted to £E44r,000. Flour mills
employed 224 persons in 1914 and 418 in
1920, an increase of 194. In the manufac-
ture of furniture 367 persons were employed
in 1914 and 486 in 1920, an inetease of 119.
In addition to t hat, many new industries
which absorb a considerable number of men
have been established in recent years. The
cement works give employment both at Burs-
wood and at Lake Clifton where the lime is
secured.- Asbestos roofing and sheet works
have been estublished because they were able
to secure supplies of cement locally and be-
cause of our valuable deposits of asbestos.
Then wve have porcelain works for the manu-
facture of c-hin fronm local clays, the Only
works of their kind in the ]British Empire
outside the British Isles. They are sending
their products to the Eastern States. Only a
few days ago they received front Messrs. Mark
Foy, of Sydiey, an order -for 4,450 dozen
plates. Glar-shottle works have been estab-
lished, and another glass works for the manu-
facture of domestic glassware h "as now corn-
inenced operations. The combined activities
in these industries employ over 400 People,
and the capital invested totals. over £330,000.
Wool-scouring %iorks gave employment to 70
hands in 1920. The freezing works at Fen-
mantle will start operations very soon. They
are the most np-to-date in the Common-
wealth.

Hon. H. Stewart: What about the works
at Wyadham?

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Present Government were not responsible for
their establishment. I think, when the time
comes, I shall be able to demonstrate that
thc- present Government acted wisely in
operating the works. this season. A start has
bet-n made with knitting mills. Tbere are
two such mills in the metropolitan area
and one at Albany. The Products of
these corn-eras are regarded favourably
by the trade. The possibilities of the
industry will Wc realised when it is
remembered that in hosiery and knitted
articles of apparel we imported last year
£700,000 w-orth. The distillation of essential
oils has been entered upon, and two establish-
mnents are distilling aandalwood oil. Plaster of
Paris is now being made in three local fac-
tories, and in one of these 40 tons of the raw
material, gypsum,' is used weekly. A good
deal of oar local plaster of Paris finds mar-
kets in the Eastern States. In one fertiliser
works 5,000 tons of local pyrites are used
annually for the sulphur contents. Blackboy
is being utilised in a local plant and its pro-
ducts of wood alcohol, tar pitch, etc., find
ready acceptance. The factory uses 4,000
tons of blackboy per annum. Among other
new industries established in recent months
are the manufacture of hats, caps and ties,
paints, varnishes and colours, white lead
wvorks, disinfectant, ink, tiles, a substitute for
marble from magnesite, toys, tool handles,
margarine, oxides, and boot and floor pol-
ishes. The Returned Soldiers League are
starting a boot factory, employing 37 hands.
This is a list of smsll things, but it is very
encouraging.

Hon. J. WV. Hiekey: In viewc of these, how
do you account for all the unemployment?

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
What would the position be if it were not
for these entcrprisesi Contrast our position
in regard to unemployment with that in any
other State of the Commonwealth or any
other country in the world, and then give
thanks that von live in Western Australia!
This State formerly imported large numbers
of roofing tiles. To-day the importation has
practically ceased, for local factories are now
meeting local requireuments and the article
is said to be as good as, if not better than,
that of Marseilles. Now there is another en-
terprise in prospect and I think, if it is
properly put up to the people of Western
Australia, they will rise to the importance Of
it, that is for the establishment of woollen
mills. It can he done with profit to the in-
vesqtors and imimense profit to the State.
'When in Melbourne recently I had an oppor-
tunity to visit the Lincoln factory. Its
history is a romance of industry. Eleven
years ago six hand looms employed
seven or eight girls. With the war
people could not get the imported article and
a demand came for the locally made stuiff.
In 1916 the proprietor realised that the sub-
urban street in which he was located did not
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contain sufficient room for expansion. He
went to North Coburg, and there bought'what
was known as a cow pasture at so much per
acre. In 1918 he started to build there. That
is only four years ago. To-day that factory
covers 7% acres of ground. The capital in-
vested is two million pounds, and the value
of the machinery in the factory is over
£C500,000. There are 1,200 people now em-
ployed, and the wages sheet amounts to
£C150,000 per annum. One thousand bales of
wool are treated every month. The wool
goes in at one end in greasy form in the morn-
ing, and in the afternoon the finished pro-
duct comes out at the other end for the
people to wear.

Hon. A. Lovelcin: That is correct.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It

seems to me an absolute romanee in in-
dustry that in so short a time, less than five
years, there should have been so great a
growth in this particular direction. The land
around this factory is now selling at £6 per
foot and the district contains a pros-
perous and thriving community, where a
few years ago there was no one. This fac-
tory works on Morwell coal, two tons of
which are equal to one ton of Newcastle.
Our Collie coal is about 33 1/3rd per cent.
better than Morwell coal, for 1% tons is
equal to one ton of Newcastle coal. We,
therefore, have the advantage in that regard.
The factory pays the city of Melbourne for
electric power 1%hd. per unit. We can heat
that to-day. It is expected that when the
Morwell scheme is completed, current will
lie sold at from %/d- to %11d. per unit. We
can do as well as that here, to say the least
of it. In Victoria in 1918 there were 11
woollen mills employing 2,179 people. Therfe
are now 19 woollen mills employing 3,719
people, and new ones are starting
every year. When I was in the Eastern
States one new mill company had just gone
to an allotment of shatres, and another had
just issued its prospectus. In 1918/19 there
wvere 57 knitting mills in -Victoria employing
1,600 persons, and to-day there are 142 em-
ploying 3,063 persons. In New South Wales,
South Australia, and Tasmania, there is a
similar advance being made. I do not say
we can establish at once a mill on the same
lines as the Lincoln mill, but I do say there
is ample opportunity in Western Australia
for the establishment of a good mill, to be
followed shortly by others. I hope that,
when the newspapers resume publication and
the energetic people who have taken this pro-
ject in hand place it before the public, it
will be readily responded to. It will not only
be an act of patriotism to put money into it,
buat shouild be a safe investment. I now wish
toi refer to 'Mr. Sanderson 'a remarks.

Non. A. Lovekin: A fair thing!
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It

did seem to me that all through his speech
he was not in his usual form. He seemed to
be oppressed. We realised what it was when
he made his closing declaration. It was
becanse of this closing declaration that he

introduced the speech made by Mr. Monger
at the conference of the Farmers' and Set-
tlers' Association. I have read that speech.
In the portion read by Mr. Sanderson
I do not find a single word or sen-
tence inconsistent with support of the
present immigration scheme of the Gov-
ernment. On the contrary, lie emphasised
the fact that the executive realised that in-
creased population was an imperative neces-
sity. The speech can be read in two ways.
I read it simply taking the words at their
ordinary meaning. I found not a single syl-
lable inconsistent with support of the Gov-
ernment's immigration scheme. Mr. Sander-
son, however, read it in another way. He
introduced it by -reference to the highly
responsible and exalted position of the
gentleman who made the speech. He then
read the speech with "bated breath and
whispering humbleness." He surrounded it
with an air of solemn mystery. He read into
it an awful occult warning, as though
it were the utterance of a god. It
members will take the extract read
by the hon. member as it appeared in
"H1ansard," and read it in a common-sense
fashion, they -will not find in it a wrord incon-
sistent with the spfrit of the immigration
scheme. Then he turned to a pamphlet issued
by Mr. Christopher Tumnor. Mr. Tumnor is
by way of being, shall I say, within
the shadow of the holy of holies. I1
do not think he is a member of the
Country Party, but he has written a joint
report with a. prominent member of that
party, Mr. Jowett. Mr. Turner speaks of
Mr. .Jowett as "leader of the Farmers' Party
in the Federal House." Of course he never
was the leader, but that is a. trifling inac-
curacy compared with others in the publica-
tion. It is a common pracrtice after a book
is issued, and it is found that something has
escaped attention, for some little correction
to be made. I did not find that, hut I did
find something printed in red: "The Royal
Colonial Institute is not responsible for the
statements made or the opinions expressed
in this report." If I had read that in the,
same manner as the bon. member had read
Mr. 'Monger's speech, I should have followed
it oip by saying one could not expect the
Royal Colonial Institute to say all he said
was wirong, but as a reponsible body, they
took the precaution of putting that in.

Hon. A. Saniderson: They put that in every
paper they issue.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
They have done so in this ease, at all events.
The Premier found it necessary to correct
several statements made by Mr. Turner. r
do not know whether bon. members have seen
this book. It is devoted to the settlement
of British er-service men on the land in the
Doininions. It gives a great deal of space
to different parts. When it comes to West-
ern Australia it covers that with 1% page;,
chiefly explanatory of the fact that Mr.
Turnor was not able to see anything of West-
ern Australia, but was only able to spend an
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hour or two while the boat was in port. He
motored to Perth, had a talk with thea Pro-ier, and saw two or three other people. The
remarks contained in this chapter are not op-
posed to immigration or to the scheme of in-
migration. In the report to which I refer,
ad which he wrote conjointly with Mfr.

Jowett, Mr. Turner says:-
The fact is that for the lack of that

special effort migration fromn England is
pouring into Canada and Australia is
losing the pick of the settlers. Yet we be-
lieve that Australia offers those settlers
better opportunities than are to be found in
any other part of the Empire. And from
the Imperial and strategic point of view
Australia is undoubtedly the most import-
ant part of the Empire to fill with English
speaking people.

He did find some fault with Western Aus-
tralia on the ground that we were not pre-
pared to accept people under the group set-
tlement scheme. I daresay that wans right.
!We did Dot do anything in that respect until
a couple of years ago. This book was written
in 1920. The Premier wrote to the Colonial
Institute pointing out certain mis-statements
made by ' Irf. Turner. Ile had cut down, by
half, the quantity of Crown laud that was
available, and placed our population at much
less than it was. Hle said the Premier had
told him that £200 would be sufficient for
ail immigrant to start with. The Premier
had said that if a mail had £200 he could
get assistance from the Agricultural Bank
to carry hin, through. Mr. Turnor wrote a
reply and nwade it clear that he had nothing
to say against Western Australia as a coun-
try for people to settle in, and that the whole
of his criticism was directed against the un-
preparedness of the State to recei've British
ex-service men for group settlement. Ho
goes on to say:-

My criticism centred entirely upon the
Western Australian Government's policy of
settlement, and I must frankly say that
after reading the Premier and Sir James
Connolly's letters I feel that my criticism
still holds good. Although my stay in
WVestern Australia was so brief I am quite
satisfied that there are excellent oppor-
tunities for the creation of group settle-
ments; to amention one locality, 'Ut.
Barker, near Albany, is, to my mind, as;
attractive as anything in Australia.

I am glad to have that admission from 'Mr.
Turnor, but I should value it a great deal
more if it had come from someone who had
seen Mt. Barber. This gentleman was only
in the State for a few hours, and he got al
his information second hland from other peo-
ple. Hle says:-

I met -Mr. Neil McNeil in Perth, who is
interested in a large property 30 miles
from Albany, and at an elevation of 1,500
feet. This land is particularly suited for
apple growing. There are already 17,000
frees in bearing, and he is anxious to deal
with English settlers direct. His plan is to
employ them half the week in developing
the whole estate, and the other half they

would have for developing their own hold-
igs, which certainly sounds a good scheme.

Ile saw 'Mr. Neil Mfc5eil slid could not have
.seen a better or a safer man. Ho says 4"Mft.
Barker is, to my mind, as attractive as any-
thing in Australia."''.%IT only regret is that
Mr. Tuner dlid mot spend a.; nmuch time it]
this State as le did in the other State4, andl
(lid not meet a dozen muon like Mr. Neil
,IheNeiI, when Ile would ]live found that there
wore miany other parts of Western Austria
aq attractive for group settlement as any
thing- hie had seen in Australia or any pa .rt
of tile British Empire. I will not say milch,
ablout Air. Sanderson 's transference of his
affections to the Country Party. 1 mnade
some remarks in a speech soon after 1 came
to the House setting out my ideas of publie
finance. I may have set too high a stand-
ard. The hon. member has quoted theme
.against me so often that the House must ble
tired Of time repetition. Apparently it is the
one instance of inconsistency on my part he
has been able to discover. I might, had I
chosen, have gone through "Hna~ and
quoted some of the hon. niember's references
to the Country Party, as an instance of in-
consistency on his part. I do not propose to
(10 so. I ain glad the bon. member has taken
the step he has. There is one feature about
the Liberal Party, to which the hon. member
belonged in the past, and that is that it
gives to its members an almost absolute
freedom. They can say or do what they
like. For some time past we have been
confronted with this position, that Mr.
Sanderson, one of the stalwarts of the Liberal
Party, has been iu season and out of season
advocating unification, which is in deadly op-
position to the policy of the Liberal Party.
Now the bon. member has joined a party
which will not allow him to advocate things
in opposition to its policy. The hon. member
was a prominent Liberal and advocated uni-
fication. As such I Xegarded him, if I may
say so without offence, as a public menace.
As a member of the Country Party and
pledged by that party to stand up for the
rights of the States against the unifying tenl-
deucies of the Commonwealth he will at
least do no harnm.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: Hie is a Government
supporter.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is the phase of our immigration pro-
posals relating to markets. One factor we
might always keep in mind, and we do not
beep) it in mind as much as we should, is tile
quality of Australian goods. That is what
will find us a muarket in the long run.
Whether it be wheat, Wool, or fruit. our
quality will win through. I do not think
wei ought to he influeneed too much by
present-day v onditions in the old world.
If we were to allow ourselves to be influenced

by the condition of affairs as they exist in

Eu'rop to-day, we might well throw up
everyfthing in' despair. I do not think
the G~erman mark will always remain
at R,500 to the pound sterling. I do0
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think that in the fulness of time the
trade conditions will right themselves anid
with the growing population of the world,
there will be need for an increase in the
food sup plies. When that time comes, a mar-
ket -will be found for all we can produce.
When finding markets it will be of imeses
value to us that we have entered into this
Imperial partnership. With it, we will have
every assistance in finding a market. The
closer the bond and the more intimate the
partnership that exists between Great Brit-
ain and Australia, the better will be the mar-
ket for Australian goods. At the present time
there is a stream of shipping passing through
Coloinbo almost entirely from dear food
ports. There are opportunities we have not
yet exploited, which should mean an enormous
market for Australian goods. Then reference
has been made to the advantage South Africa
holds on account of her nearness to Great
Britain, and her markets. I think there' is
nothing more certain than that distance will
be largely eliminated by the develop-
nient of high speed steamers, and then
we will be placed in a different posi-
tion to that obtaining now. In addi-
tion to that, we must remember the
enormous distance we must go'before we can
overcome our own requirements. We should
not lose sight of the fact that during the last
five years the interstate imports of food
stuffs, excluding sugar, averaged £11,845,000
and for the last financial year, they' amounted
to £2,080,000. 1 need rot go into the details
as bon. members know the position. While
in the Eastern States recently, I was inter-
viewed by the "'Register'' in Adelaide, and
the ''Age'' in Melbourne. They afforded me
extensive intcrviews. T was rather amused
to see that while the "Age'' most
courteously gave me a column, they struck
ont one paragraph, which. in the opinion
of that paper, might have been a matter
of offence to their readers. That para-
graph was to the effect that one outcome
of the immigration and developmental
sc-heme would be that, we should cease to draw
our food requirements from the Eastern
States. That, and that only, was excluded
from the report.

Hon. J. Duffel]: That did not suit them.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Mr. Durvill referred to bonuses on butter pro-
dluction. I wish the Federal Constitution
would permit us to give bonuses, but unfor-
tunately it does not do so. The Government,
however, are assisting the butter factories
that are in existence and will continue to do
so as in the past. Boiled down, the financial
aspect of our immigration scheme means
cheap money. If the scheme had not been
catered upon, we must have gone on; we
could not have stopped. The financial as-
pect, therefore, wvhen boiled down, means
cheap money for five Years, the State pay-
ing one-third of the interest. Mr. Potter re-
ferred to the immensity of the amount After
all1, £6,000,000 is not very much to spend in

this country over that period, particularly
-when compared with the enormous amount of
money spent during the war purely for de-
structive purposes. Surely we can find this
money which is necessary from the point of
view of a world that requires food, and we
will find it necessary to expend money on the
development of our idle lands which must be
used. Mr. Haineraley referred to delays in
issuing Crown grants. It is a fact that ag-
ricultural inspectors have been exceptionally
pressed in connection with the .A.B. and
soldier settlement work. Prior to his speech
three additional inspectors had been put on
to deal specially with forfeitable blocks and
Crown grant inspection. If we could get more
surveyors, we would have them, because there
is plenty of work for them to do. Ile made
reference to the ease of a soldier at Dal-
walliau, whose block had been forfeited and
subsequently reinstated. As he gave the par-
ticulars, it appeared to be rather a startling
story. I have secured the facts -however,
and these show that the Lands Depart-
meat issued the usual formal notice that
the rents were in arrear to the ex-
tent of £130, and that thc holding
was consequently forfeitable. The notice was
addressed to Dalwalliu, which was the
mnan's registered address; but he did not re-
ceive it, and so did not reply. The Lands
Department referred the matter to the Agri-
cultural Bank as mortgagee and the bank
wrote to the owner at Pitbara. That was
the first the man heard of the matter. When
be received the letter he wired to the bank
that it was the first he had heaid of it. The
back advised the Lands Department, which
then brought The holding under the provi-
sions of the Discharged Soldier Settlement
Act, thus extending to him the concession of
half-price for his land and exemption from
payment of rent for five years. This had the
effect of wiping oflf the arrears and the
owner was notified of the position. Hie had
never applied for this concession. There was
never any approval for the actual forfeiture.
Formal notices are forwarded in all eases of
arrears so that the lessees may pay up. This
man did not notify the department that he
intended to go to the war and the facts show
that in this case it was the settler's own
fault.

Hon. V. Hameraley: That is the statement
pilt up to you.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Mr. Baxter said that the Government
were making inquiries regarding the
carnation weed but those inquiries were
rather late in the day. The facts are
that Mr. Wickens, the officer in 'charge
of the fruit industries, was attending
a conference in Melbourne and his Min-
ister instructed him to stop in South Aus-
tralia on his way back and make inquiries
regarding this matter. It was a wise policy
to adopt, and I think it will assist us con-
siderably. Mr. Moore said that it was pecu-
liar that both England and Australia should
be enriched because of the immigration
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scheme. That hon. member seemed to think
that one country must be the loser if the
other gained, and that there could be no
bargain that could benefit both. He said-

England will send their worst men be-
cause they will be from the unemployed,
and the best men always retain their em-
ployment longest.

It caused me, Mr. President, to look back at
the " Hanisard '.' report of the debate on the
Income and Public Entertainments Taxa-
tion Bill introduced for the purpose of re-
lieving unemployed. That mneasure was be-
fore this Chamber on thle 2nd -March, 1915.
Sonic lion, members will remember the inci-
dent to which I refer. The galleries were
crowded and, in the course of a speech in
opposing the Bill, I said-

I do not wish to speak disparagingly of
the unemployed, but we knowv that the coii-
petitive eleinwnt enters into the labour mar-
ket as it has done in everything else, and
it is nat the best workers who first become
unemployed.

This moderate statement by tie was hissed by
the people who were in the galleries. Indeed,
to such an extent was the interruption that
the President found it necessary to clear the
galleries. Now, Mr, Moore goes very much
further than I did, and asserts that the un-
employed are all the worst mien-as the best
men always retain their eiiploymnent longest.
I did not hear 'Mr. Moore or any other mtem-
bers of his party make similar statements
during the recent unemployed troubles i
Perth. I do. not think it is likely that we
would get the worst men simply because
they were unemployed, at a time when great
masses of good and bad workers are thrown
out of industries. So it is that I have no-
ticed here that somte of our beat mcin arc
those who cannot find eniployment. Mr.
Moore referred to the pulling lip of the Sand-
stone railway line. I sympathise with him
en that question. I do not like pulling tip
lines; we have a lot of building up to do
yet. It is only in the extreme cames, where
there is no prospect of further usefulness,
that we should contemplate pulling up
lines. It was with delight that we all
saw Mr. Dodd with us again and we
heard with extreme pleasure the fine
speech lie made. He referred to the state of
the Legislative Council rolls at the last elec-
tion and said that the Metropolitan -Subur-
ban Province roll probably contained 5,00
or 6,000 fewer names of regular taxpayers
than should have been included. I referred
that statement to the Acting Chief Electoral
Officer, and that officer said that if Mr. Dodd
had said there were 12,000 names off the roll,
he would havc been nearer flte mark. I trace
the whole trouble to the mistake which was
committed by Parliament in 1907 when they'
repealed that section of the Electoral Act
which compelled the Electoral Department to
take the municipal and road board lists as
the basis for compiling the electoral rolls.

Membersq: Hlear, hear!
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

am not speaking disrespectfully of the ac-

tions of Parliament on that occasion, but I
think a grave mistake was made in decreeing
that the Electoral Department should not
compile the rolls on the old systemi by
taking the municipal and road board lists.
It it is a fact that 12,000 people were dis-
franchised, it shbows the extent of the error.
The Acting Chief Electoral Officer said that
it was largely the fault of the electors them-
selves, because 8,000 cards were issued to
these people asking them to enrol. Only
about 2,000 of the electors took any' notice of
them. They did not bother to return the
cards at all. It is a great pity that there
was ever a departure from iiaking the muni-
cipal and road board lists the basis for eo~n-
piling the Legislative Council rolls. That
tan be done so easily by the local people who
have a direct rating interest in the matter,
and this tends to make their lists more accu-
rate. I hope that Mr. Dodd Qtdh be here,
when thle different Bills are before the
House, to discuss some of the matters to
whitch he made reference. Mr, Stewart rea-
ferred to an error that crept into the Land
Tax and Income Assessment Act of last
session. I believe it is rare that errors
occur here. Errors have occurred in other
Parliaments and it is the practice there to
remedy the error in the following session.
That will be done in this instance. Both
Mr. Willinott and Mr. Rose referred to
the marketing of fruit. I hope that
when the newspaper strike is over, we
shall bc able to place before the people
the. whole of the results of the fruitgrow-
ers' conference held in Mfelbourne a few
weeks ago. That conference dealt with the
question of Imperial preference, the market-
ing of fruit, the establishment of Federal
and State organisations-the Federal body,
to deal with exprts, and the State body to
deal with matters affecting local consump-
tion-freights and many other matters. The
conference sat for several days and there is
every reason to hope that good will result. I
am not prepared to go into details this even-
ing. Mr. Greig made reference to the
Dwarda-Narrogin railway. His speech im-
pressed me very much, because it is
unusual for any hon. member to speak against
the construction of a railway that is in his
own province, unless there are very good
reasons for doing so. In view of what has
been stated, the clearing operations that had
been started have been held up pending an
investigation. It is interesting to look back
to the debates on the Bill when it was before
Parliament. It was introduced in the Legis-
lative Assembly by the then 'Minister for
Works, 'Ron. W. C. Angwin. In his spemch
lie detailed all the facts Mtr. Greig referred
to. lie gave the House all the particulars
regarding grades and so forth The debate
was adjourned on the motion of the present
Premier who was thea Mr. 'Mitchell. About
a week later, Mr. Mitchell spoke in support
of the Bill, which passed through all the re-
maining stages without any- further discus-
sion. The measure came to the Legislative
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Council on the 28th January, 1915. The
second reading of the Bill was moved by the.
then Colonial Secretary, Hon. J, M, Drew.
In his speech, lie said that the opinions of the
Commissioner of Railways and the Surveyor
General had been obtiuied and that both
those responsible offlicers had reported in
favour of Narrogin. The substance of the
Commisisoner (of Railways' report, which he
refered to, read as follows:-

Narrogin is 162 miles from Perth, via
Spencer'Is Brook; via P wards it is only 143
miles. The practice is that where a station
can be reached by two or more routes to
charge freight on the shortest mileage.
We shall, therefore, lose freight on 19 miles
on all the traffic from Perth and Fremantle
to 'narrogin and all stations to the south-
ward thereof, and in a. lesser degree north-
ward as far as about Caballing, from which
point the distance to Perth via either route
is equal. Moreover the grades on the
Hothain section are so steep and the curves
of such spmall radius that, although we shall
be bound to charge as for the shorter dis-
tance, we shall hav6 to haul the traffic via
Spencer 1s Brook at a less rate than we are
now receiving. The settlers between
flwarda and Narrogin will not, it seems to
ins, be greatly inconvenienced if the exten-
sion is not made, for they are at the present
time within 15 miles of either Williams,
Narrogin, or Popanyinning, and the set-
tlers at Williams are more favourably
pilaced under the existing conditions, so far
as distance from the metropolis is con-
cerned, than many of oiar settlers on other
spuir lines.

That was all given to this House by the
Colonial Secretary when the Bill was pre-
sented for the second reading. The debate
was adjourned, and a speech strongly sup-
porting the railway was made by the late Mr.
McLarty, a man very well conversant with
tlit land in dint portion of the State. After
he had spoken, the Bill was passed throogh
all the renuaining stages without further
conumcnt. If anyone looks at the map it
seems natural to extend the line from Dwarda
to Narrogin. As I have remarked, however,
following on the remarks of Mr. Greig and
on a motion tabled in another place, further
investigation is being made. Mr, Burrill
reComurended. the restoration of the sub-
sidies for agricultr-al halls. I am entirely
in sympathy with his proposal. Mr. Rose
stressed the sane thing. We must make
country life attractive to the young people.
We must be more generous in future in the
expenditure in these directions than we have
been in the past. I am sorry that Mr.
Nicholson is not in his seat. In his ablsence
I do not propose to go into the object lesson
he placed before us regarding JKendenup.
Kendenup is based on this scheme: Buy your
landi for 14s. an acre and -tell it for £14
an acre and use the difference to guarantee
the settler a market over a period of years,
and by means of the dehydrator, make sure of
getting always the maximum price for your

product. It is one of the most interesting
experiments attempted in Western Australia
or anywhere else, and we all earnestly hope it
will be entirely successful, but I amnt ot pro-
'pared to admit that it would be a safe example
for the Government to follow.

Members: Hear, hear!
The IIXISTER FOR EDUCATION: Dr.

Saw, made reference to the Perth Hospital and
I ain eare every member must have been pro-
foundly impressed with his remarks regarding
the x-ray treatment of cancer. I asked him
to call on me, and I took from him ao more ex-
haustive statement, which I forwarded. to my
colleague in charge of the administration of
hospitals. If what Dr. Saw says can be sub-
stantiated, and I know he speaks with a great
deal of authority, every member -will agree
that if instead of only £2,000 or £3,000 it
involved an expenditure of £30,000, £40,000,
or even £50,000, it should be done. It the
investigation proves to be as he expects, then
undoubtedly it wiUl be the duty of the Govern-
ment to carry it out. Dr. Saw referred to the
University. 1 trust the Governoment will see
their way to give the University, not all it would
like, but all that is absolutely neessary to
enable it to steadily expand and continue in
the good work it is doing. I fully agree with
him and other members who advocated the
early establishment in Western Australia of an
agricultural college. I have frequently -visited
the agricultural college at floseworthy, South
Australia, and I know a good deal about that
institution. The capital coat of the Roseworthy
College was about £60,000. The cost of running
it per annum is about £15,000. It has a revenue
of about £7,000, so that its net cost to the Treasury
is about £8,000 per annum. I do not doubt
that it could be made ahnobt to pay but for
the large amount of work done in the interests
of agricultural settlement generally, the ex-
penditure on which, I am sore, is amply returned.
Theme are 62 boys in college : 14 of them are
Western Australian boys. The fee charged
is £30 per head. Tho cost to the taxpayers
of South Australia is £180 per head, so that we
at the present time have the advantage of having
14 Western Australian boys educated at the
expense of the South Australian taxpayers.
It is not a bad proposition from our point of
view, but I do not think it will last long. In
South Australia they are now waking up to the
necessit y for improving their educational system.
They have moved greatly during the last two
or thine years. They are going in for secondary
education and I1 think they will fill their agri-
cultural college themselves. Thanks to the
establishment of the Narrogin farma school
years ago and to the more recent establishment
of district high schools, we are in a position to
find all the students necessary for an agricultural
college, and I agree with those members who
say we should provide one at once. Mr. Potter
asked that parents might be assisted in the
purchase of hooks for children attending the
State schools. This is a matter we have gone
into exhaustively on several occasions. To
provide hooks would cost £30,000 per annum.
Under an excellent scheme of interchange between
Mondon County Council teachers and teachers

in the IDominions, two of our teachers recently
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spent a year in England. I was talking with
one of them and he expressed the view that
one of the worst features [a Englandthough prob-
ably it was impossible to get away from it there,
was that everything was given to the children.
The children not only destroyed books in a way
they would not do if their parents had to find
them, hut showed a lack of the self-reliance and
independence displayed by Australian children.
and from that point of view he hoped we would
not supply free books to our school children.
In ease of distress; we do supply free books
at present, but it would be a great mis-
take to make a general practice of it. Refer-
ence was made to the necessity for a r-
distribution of seats, particularly to give more
members to the metropolitan 'area, I would
like to direct attention to what has been done
in the Federal Parliament. It moems to me to
be nothing less than a scandal and yet no pro-
test ha, been made, I have mentioned it a
dozen times. The Federal Parliament has re-
distributed the seats in Western Australia from
the point of view of the House of Representatives,
so that Perth and Fremantle are constituencies
that could be covered on the map with the point
of the little finger. Swan and Forrest take
up the other settled portion of the.South-West-
a very small area on a map a yard or so square,
an area, which could be covered with the palm
of the hand ;and the rest of the State is one
electorate. This is entirely contrary to the
spirit of the constitution, and of the Electoral
Act, which says that the commissioners shall
consider community and diversity of interest,
means of communication, etc., and permits of
a margin of one-fifth mone or one-fifth less in
order to give effect to these considerations. Under
this re-distribution scheme, however, no such
consideration has been shown. They have
simply divided the whole population of the State
by ive and settled the electorates accordingly,
having no regard to the interests I have men-
tioned. If there is a re-distribution of seats in
this State, I hope that whatever regard is paid
to the city population, due regard will also be
paid to the requirements of the country, and
that wve shall not follow the lines adopted by the
Federal Parliament.. There are a great many
other matters to which I should like to refer,
but I feel that I have detained the Rouse
too long. There are twn questions of first-clssi
importance upon which I have not and do not
intend to touch. The first is finance, and the
second is the development of the North-West.

1 shall sa nothing about finance because wvs
have. recently had a debate on it, and because
the Premier has now practically completed tho
preparation of his Budget Speech. It is his
intention to deliver the Budget Speech on Thurs-
day of this weekor soon after. It will he delivered
before long, and no good purpose would be served
by my talking finance on the eve of that speech.
The immigration policy to secure additional
Population free of coat and money at a cheap rate
of interest for development purposes is the
Government's method for stopping the deficit
and restoring the State to sound finance. I
agree with with Mr. Cornell that this will not
be acomplished immediately. No one expects
that. No country is recovering immediately
from the trials ad tribulations of the war,

and any country wvhich can say it is on1 the
sound track again, no matter how far distant
the goal is, has reason to congratulate itself.
We say this is the method and the only method
we know of which will restore the financial
position of the State. The present condition
of the finances is due to loss on public utilities,
because we have huge services catering for a
small number of people. Get the peopie, and
get production, and the loss will disappear and
the delicit with it. I have said nothing re-
garding the development of the North-West.
I hope that at a very early date we may have
an. opportunity to discuss the North-West on
a motion to be moved by M.%r. Miles. I must
express my deep appreciation to the hon. member
for the telegram he sent to the Mayor of Perth
on the occasion of the Premier s return. I feel
sune the bon. member, by his visit to E-ngland,
America, and Canada, baa done a great deal of
good for this State, and I shall await with interest
the motion which I believe he intends to sobmit.
The development of the North-West Wilt only
be carried out comprehensively when we get
some big scheme of Imperial, Commonwealth
and State partnership to do it. In connection
with the immigration ayreement, a letter was
written by Col. Amery to the Premier before the
Bill was passed by the Imperial Parliament.
I shall not read it all, it will be available to
h-n,. members. He a %, -

Broadly speaking, the scheme commends
itself to me, and you will, L am sure, have been
pleased at the favourable references to it by
Sir D). faccasn, the Leader of the Opposition.
and other speakers, during the second reading
of the Empire Settlement Bill in the House
of Commons. So far as one can judge at
present, it would seem very probable that if
the Bill goes through and is acceptable to
Overse. Governments, one of the earliest and
probably the earliest, agreed scheme under
the New Act will be one for de' elopment and
land settlement in Western Australia on the
lines of the one which has been discussed
between Mr. Hughes and yourself. if so, this
scheme will be invested with an importance
even greater than would attach to it in other
circumstances. The Bill inaugurates a pro-
found departure in policy which should, in my
opinion, he of immense and lasting service in
developing, consolidating and strengthening
the Epr.That being so, the whole Empire
willtc w ith deep interest the working of the
first projects upon which we embark under
the Newv Act, and the success of the new
policy will depend upon the measure of success
which ve achieve in our initial schemes. In
these circumstances, it is vital that the scheme
should be thought out and perfected in every
detail, not only by your Government and the
Commonwealth Government, but also by the
Government here, and it is evident that as
the Home Government will be asked to under-
take considerable financial responsibilities
under all agreed schemes, the schemes must
be put before them officially.

There is no suggestion in that letter that Mtr.
Amery want, to get any advantage by making

a good bargain for the Imperial Government,
which would be a bad bargain for us.

Hon. A. tovekin: He says 80.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: What,
that it was a bad bargain for us?

Hon. A. Lovekin: No, that it was a good
bargain for them.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCAflON: He said
it was necessary that it should be a success
as it was the first step in the scheme and
the whole of the Empire would watch it.
Col. Amery's scheme depends on the success of
this initial undertaking, and success not only
from his point of view, but fromn ours. In
this letter we have the right spirit of this
scheme-" a profound departure ini policy for de-
veloping, consolidating and strengthening the
Empire." It is not with foreigners that we have
made this agreement. The Imperial Govern-
ment, the Comamonweealth Government, and the
Stat. Government are three members of one
family and between them there could he no
huckstering spirit. We ale told it is good for
the Commonwealth. If it were bad for the Come-
monwealth, it would be bad for us. We amt
told it is good for the Imperial Government.
If it were bad for England, it would be bad for
us. Our dependence on the old country of which

Engand is tlhe heart, has prevailed since Australia
was foaldand anything had forthe old country

would be bad for m'. We 'dame not enter into
an agreement which would not be for their ad-
vantage. Similarly any agreement bad for us
would be bad for the Commonwealth, and futile
from the point of view of the Imperial Govern-
ment. This is but the first scheme of many
others that will hea put into practice in Western
Australia, all over the Commonwealth and
throughout the British Dominions. Mr. Seddon
touched on the point of view of the immigrants
to ho brought out. We all know that Australiahas boon colonised largely by self-sacrificing
people who left comfortable homes in the old
land because they thought our wide spaces
offered greater opportunities for their sons and
daughters. It is no small thing to offer to 75,000
of our kith and kin in the old country the broader
vision that prosperous, growing sane and sunny
Australia affords ; it is no small thing to be
the first in the great Commonwealth of Briti.,h
Nations to sel a boend of partnership under that
" profound departure in British policy for de-
veloping, consolidating and strengthening the
Empire. -

Hon. A. $ANDERSON: I wish to ask your
direction Mr. President about a matter relating
to the printing of a document. Standing Order
341 provides that a document relatina to public
affairsquiotedfrom alinisterof the Crown, unless
stated to be of a confidential nature, may be called
for and made a public document. The Minister
has agreed to lay on the Table the document
from wvhich he has extensively quoted. Would
I be in order in moving that the document be
printed ?

The Minister for Education : There cannot
be two motions before the Rouse at the one
time.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member's re-
marks are superfluous owing to the fact that
the Minister has stated he will place the paper
on the Table.

Hon. A. SANIDERSON: What I wish to know
is whether I would be in order in moving that
it be printed?

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member may
move in that direction at the next sitting.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This
document and quite a number of others will
be placed before Parliament when the scheme
comes forward for discussion. In the meantime
the House is quite welcome to this and any
other paper which any hon. member may wish
to peruse. If the hon. member desiresthat the
document be printed it can be printed I will
see that that is done.

Question put and passed ; the Addres,-in-
reply adopted

House adjourned at 1056 p.m.

legitiative tlsscnibi,
Tuesday, 5th September, 19021.

Question: Appeam, cos .. ..s.
state fe=ie. s. -Perth
Water Supply,' Metropolitan are.

Bllis: Licensing Act Amendment, Mage, 2..
Married Women.s Protection, 2&., Coan., report
Closer settlement, 2a...............
Risnr Pbtbilsl, 21 ....................

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.
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QUESTION-APPEAL CASE, COSTS.
Capt. CARTER asked the Premier: 1,

Were the costs of the appellant (estate of
Mircho Groseff) in an appeal from a decision
of the Local Court in a case against Messrs.
Lewis & Reid, Ltd., which was heard by the
Full Court sitting at Perth recently, borne
by the Governmentt 2, If so, what were the
reasons actuating the Government in con-
senting to bear the costs? 3, Is it the inten-
tion of the Government to bear the costs of
the respondent-defendant in this mattert

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
desire to obtain an authoritative interpreta-
tion of the Workers' Compensation Act
before dealing with a reqjuest that had been
made for an amendment of the law. 3, The
matter has not been considered.

QUESTION-STATE FERRIES, S.S.
"PERTH."

Mr. LUTEY asked the Colonial Secretary:
1, Have the decks of the ferry steamer
"Perth" lately been reCaulkedt 2. If so,
what was the cost of the recaulkingi

The COLONIAL SECRETARtY replied:± 1,
Yes. 2, £44 18s. 6d.


